
Newsletter 2, Term 1, 2021

Friday 5th February

A Prayer for New Beginnings
Lord,

You make all things new
You bring hope alive in our hearts

And cause our spirits to be born again.
Thank you for this new year

For the potential it holds.
Come and kindle in us

A mighty flame
So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God

And live forever to praise Your glorious name.
Amen

Dear Parents/Carers,

What a fabulous start to the school year. A very
special welcome to our Prep students and their
families. The Prep children began school for the
very first time on Monday, and all seemed very
excited to be here and have settled in well. The
playground has been full of excitement as old
friendships have been rekindled.

The start of the new school year can be a
challenging time for some children and parents. Dr
Judith Lock, author of the parenting book, The
Bonsai Child provides her tips on how to support
your child as they transition to a new year.

If your child is anxious about starting a new class
with unfamiliar people, do listen to them talk about
their fears, but normalise them (‘A lot of people feel
worried about starting something new’), and then
talk about their past strengths in facing tricky things
and your confidence that they will cope with this
challenge.

When they come home from their first day at a new
activity, keep your questions broad, ‘How was it?’
not, ‘Did you make a friend today?’ or ‘Is Sam in
your class?’ This won’t put unnecessary pressure

on them or suggest things in which they should be
disappointed.

Keep your and your child’s expectations realistic. It
is highly unlikely that they will form close
friendships in the early days of a new school year,
particularly in early primary. How often have you
started a new job and come home from your first
day to announce, ‘I made my new best friend
today’?

© Judith Locke

Dr Judith Locke is a clinical psychologist, former
teacher, and the author of the parenting book, The
Bonsai Child, which details practical strategies to
help you build confidence and capability in your
child. Her latest book, The Bonsai Student details
practical parenting techniques for your child to
thrive in the schooling. (There are links to purchase
both of these at bonsaichild.com) Judith delivers
talks to parents and teachers at schools around
Australia on child wellbeing.

COVID Update

Following the Government’s announcements
regarding new statewide restrictions announced at
11:59pm on Wednesday 3/2/21,there are new
guidelines for wearing face masks in schools.
School staff are now required to wear masks
indoors at all times unless in the direct act of
teaching. All visitors to school sites must also wear
masks when indoors. Further advice regarding
these measures will be provided when available.
Thank you for your ongoing support.

ICT User Agreement

The OLHC ICT Agreement is being sent home with
your child/children tonight. Please read, sign and
return with your child by Tuesday 9/2/21.

Paul Spence (Vision)

Thank you to those who have registered their
attendance for parent sessions with Paul on
Monday the 8/2/21, we are looking forward to
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working with you. Thank you also to those who
have provided feedback via our Google form, this
information will be pivotal in shaping our new Vision
as we move forward.

Reminder Meet the Teacher Interviews

Meet the Teacher Meetings will be held at school
on Thursday 18th February, at this stage this will
be a face to face event, if this arrangement
changes you will be informed. Please note 3S (Ms
Samantha Scicluna) interviews will be held on
Wednesday the 17th of February. Please refer to
the flyer attached for booking details. Bookings
open on Thursday the 4th of February and close on
Thursday the 11th of February. Children will remain
at school and be dismissed at 3.30pm.

These interviews are a great opportunity for you to
share with your child’s teacher the individual traits
that make your child who they are and don’t
assume we already know. Tell us about their
interests, their strengths, any areas you are
concerned with, activities they participate in outside
of school, and any medical or personal issues you
believe the school should be informed about.

Reminder Beginning School Mass

Our Beginning School Mass will be held on Friday
12/2/21 at 10.00am. Fr Linh has informed me that
we are unable to accommodate parents attending
at this time due to specific COVID regulations
relating to density requirements for liturgical
celebrations.

Reconciliation Sacrament Times

Please note the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be
celebrated on Tuesday the 30th of March at OLHC
Church. Due to the availability of Priests there
has been a change in time. Two sessions will
now be available to celebrate this Sacrament,
6.00pm and 7.15pm. Candidates and families will
receive more information in the coming weeks in
order to book a preferred time.

Parent Association Representatives for 2021

The Parent Association requires a Parent Rep for
each class. If you are interested in being the Parent
Rep for your child’s class please email Michelle
Piccolotto at olhcpa@gmail.com by the extended
date of Friday the 12th of February.

Baby News

Congratulations to Dani Crisicone (Foundation D
2020) and Marcus on the safe and happy arrival of
their daughter Zoe. We wish Dani and Marcus
every success as they begin this new chapter in
their lives. We look forward to meeting Zoe soon.

Reminder Assemblies

Whole school assemblies will be held on
Wednesdays from 2.45pm-3.15pm throughout the
term. At this stage only parents/carers of the
presenting class will be able to attend due to
density regulations. Please be aware parents may
have to sit outside the Centenary Centre, the doors
will be open.

Reminder Parent Information Night

Thank you to parents who have registered for this
event, we are looking forward to seeing you on
Thursday night 11/2/21 at 7.00pm.

Term 1 Dates 2021

Monday 8/2/21 Paul Spence Parent Sessions
9.15am-10.15am and 2.15pm-3.15pm.

Thursday 11/2/21 Prep Information Evening
7.00pm.

Friday 12/2/21 Beginning School Mass at OLHC
Church 10.00am.

Monday 15/2/21 PA Meeting 7.00pm (Virtual
Event).

Thursday 16/2/21 Shrove Tuesday.

Wednesday 17/2/21 Ash Wednesday Mass at
OLHC at 11.00am.

Wednesday 17/2/21 3S (Ms Samantha Scicluna)
Meet the Teacher Interviews 4.00pm-8.00pm.

Thursday 18/2/21 Meet the Teacher Interviews
1.00pm-8.30pm.

Thursday 4/3/21 Reconciliation Family Night at
7.00pm.

Friday 5/3/21 School Photos.
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Monday 8/3/21 Labour Day Public Holiday - No
students to attend.

Wednesday 10/2/21 6H Assembly at 2.45pm

Wednesday 17/2/21 5L Assembly at 2.45pm

Thursday 18/3/21 Confirmation Family Night at
7.00pm.

Sunday 21/3/21 Sacrament of Confirmation,
OLHC Church at 3.30pm.

Wednesday 24/2/21 4S Assembly at 2.45pm

Friday 26/3/21 - School Closure Day (Staff
developing Vision) - No students to attend.

Wednesday 3/3/21 3K Assembly at 2.45pm

Wednesday 10/3/21 2H Assembly at 2.45pm

Wednesday 17/3/21 1S Assembly at 2.45pm

Wednesday 24/3/21 1V Assembly at 2.45pm

Tuesday 30/3/21 Sacrament of Reconciliation
OLCH Church at 6.00pm and 7.15pm.

Wednesday 31/3/21 PA Special Lunch Day.

Wednesday 31/3/21 2B Assembly at 2.45pm

Thursday 1/4/21 Holy Thursday Easter Liturgy at
9.15 am, Easter Raffle, Term 1 concludes at
1.00pm.

Kind regards,

Ms Maree McIntosh

Principal
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Dear Parents and Carers,

Meet the Teacher interviews will be held on Thursday 18th February 2021.

Interviews for 3S ONLY will be held on Wednesday 17th February 2021.

Interviews are strictly 10 minutes and spaces are limited.

Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and enter the code wxqh2

For 3S interviews only, go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and enter the code bzwvr

Enter your details

Select the teachers you wish to see

Select the appointment times that suit your family best

When you click FINISH your selected bookings will be emailed to you immediately. If you do
not receive your email, please check your junk-mail, or enter the event code again and check
your email address spelling.
Update your details if the email address is incorrect.
DO NOT DELETE the email you receive. Keep it somewhere safe. You may need to refer back
to it at a later date.

REMEMBER TO ADD YOUR APPOINTMENTS TO YOUR CALENDAR - reminders will not be sent home.

Bookings must be finalised by 11th February.

If you need to view, cancel, change or print your bookings:

● Click on the link in the confirmation email you received after you made your bookings

● OR return to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and enter the code and the email address you used when
making your bookings.
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COVID 19 Requirements for Term 1 2021

All Visitors

To support contact tracing, all visitors must sign in at the office and provide their details in accordance with the
school’s COVID Safe Plan. Face masks must be worn at all times.

Social Distancing

Social distancing between adults will continue. This will apply to staff while working on-site as well as parents
at drop off and pick up times. While waiting for children at the end of the day please use the appropriate
markings indicating where adults can stand, this will reduce congestion.

Use of Face Masks

Face masks are not required outdoors except where physical distancing of 1.5 metres cannot be maintained.
Please consider this when you drop off and pick up your children.

Morning Drop Off

Where possible one adult is to continue to drop off children no earlier than 8:40 am. Please continue to bring
your child/ren through the double gates near the church on Nicholson Street or Miller Street, you are now able
to enter the Middle Yard in the mornings, please don’t stay for a period longer than 15 minutes and remember
to use the appropriate physical distancing markings. When exiting the school grounds please use the small
gate on Nicholson or Miller Street as you have done so last year. If children arrive after 9.00am they are to
enter the school building via the office and Parents/Carers must sign each child in via the school passtab.

Afternoon Pick Up

There are markings around the perimeter of the Northern and Middle Yards as well as through the centre of the
Middle Yard that are spaced at 1.5 metre intervals and we ask that Parents/Carers continue to use these while
waiting. The direction of traffic will be in reverse to that in the mornings with Parent/Carer entry through the
small gates and families exiting through the double gates on Nicholson Street and Miller Street.

Parent/Carer Volunteers

Parent/Carer Volunteers can resume this term however face masks must be worn while volunteering indoors
and physical distancing regulations must be adhered to. All attendance must be registered through the office.

Assemblies

Face-to-face year level indoor assemblies will occur on Wednesdays, only Parents/Carers of the presenting
class will be able to attend due to density regulations. Depending on numbers, seating may be arranged
outside as we must adhere to the indoor density limit of one person per two square metres. Parents/Carers
attending must sign in at the office and provide their details in accordance with the school’s COVID Safe Plan.

Sharing of Food

Sharing of food is not permitted at this time so unfortunately children will not be able to bring in cupcakes for
birthday celebrations, lolly bags are also not permitted during this time.
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Unwell Students

If your child is unwell and is exhibiting symptoms indicative of COVID 19 (sore throat, runny nose, fever,
cough) we strongly encourage you to keep your child home and seek medical advice.

Students with Underlying Medical Conditions (such as hay fever or asthma)

If your child has persistent symptoms due to an underlying condition such as hay fever or asthma, your child
should still be tested for coronavirus (COVID-19) if they develop symptoms that are different to or worse than
their usual symptoms.
Parents/Carers should also consider obtaining a medical certificate from the child’s treating GP to confirm that
it is safe for them to attend school with persistent symptoms that may overlap with some of the symptoms of
coronavirus (COVID-19) such as cough or runny nose.
Children with a negative coronavirus (COVID-19) test whose symptoms have completely resolved do not need
a medical certificate to return to the school.

A Big Thank You OLHC School Community
Thank you once again to all OLHC families who so generously responded and supported the annual Advent
appeal last year in support of Ozanam House North Melbourne.  Classroom tubs were well stocked with
toiletries and other personal items that were made into Christmas gift packs.  Over the holidays we received a
formal certificate of appreciation as well as personal note from the outreach program coordinator expression
their sincere thanks and appreciation of the generosity and support from our community.

Jack Rendle
Religious Education Leader
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