
 

 
 

 Newsletter 3, Term 1, 2025 

Friday 28th February 

 

Lord Jesus, 

You guide and direct us on our journey through life. 

 Be with us as we begin our Lenten journey of faith 

and love. 

 Help us to grow closer to you during this special 

holy season.   

Help us to do your will each day during Lent.   

We ask this through Christ our Lord. ​
​

Amen. 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
It’s hard to believe we are already halfway through 
the term. Our students have settled in well, 
demonstrating a strong commitment to the school's 
expectations for positive behaviours for learning. 
Whether in the classroom or out in the yard, they 
are showing respect, responsibility and kindness in 
their interactions and daily routines. It has been 
wonderful to see their enthusiasm for learning and 
their efforts in creating a supportive and inclusive 
school environment.  

A huge thank you to our incredible Parent 
Association for organising a fantastic Welcome 
Picnic last Friday night. Your work and dedication in 
planning this much loved event made it a wonderful 
evening for our school community. A special thanks 
for coordinating the delicious sausage sizzle, 
refreshing drinks and Zooper Doopers, perfect for 
such a hot night! The DJ and African drumming 
brought great energy to the event and we also 
extend our gratitude to our Sports Captains for 
leading engaging sporting activities. It was a huge 
success and we are truly grateful to the PA for 
bringing our community together in such a fun and 
welcoming way. 
Next week, we begin the season of Lent, starting 
with Ash Wednesday. Lent is an important time in 
the Church’s liturgical calendar, calling us to prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving as we prepare our hearts for 
Easter. On Ash Wednesday, students will receive 
ashes on their foreheads as a sign of repentance 
and a reminder to turn towards God with renewed 
faith. This sacred season invites us to reflect on our 
actions, show kindness and generosity to others, 
and strengthen our relationship with God. As a 
school community, we will journey through Lent 
together, encouraging our students to embrace its 
message of love, sacrifice, and renewal. 
 
Reminder School Closure Dates for Term 

One 2025 
Friday 7/3/25 School Closure, no students to 
attend Staff Professional Learning - Simply 
Maths. 
 
Monday 10/3/25  Labour Day - no students 
attend. 

 
 

Official Opening of 

Our STEM/Library Hub 

We are thrilled to invite 
our school community to 

the official opening of our newly refurbished 
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STEM/Library Hub. This exciting milestone will be 
celebrated with a short ceremony, followed by light 
refreshments. Please join us, if you are free, as we 
acknowledge the importance of this space in 
fostering innovation, learning and creativity for our 
students. 

📅 Friday, 28th March 2025​
⏰ 11:30 AM – 12:30 PM​
📍 Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School 

Please RSVP by 7th March 2025 to 
cwindsor@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au 

We look forward to celebrating this special 
occasion with you! 

Ash Wednesday Mass 

Next Wednesday, 5th March, is Ash Wednesday. 
This day marks the beginning of Lent and we will 
be celebrating with a whole school Mass at 11.00 
am. Students will be invited to receive Ashes on 
their forehead and make a commitment to turn 
away from the temptation of poor choices and 
follow Jesus’ teachings, as they prepare for Easter.  
Mass will begin at 11:00 am sharp and as 
always, all families are welcome to attend.  
 
Shrove Tuesday 

Prior to the commencement of Lent on Ash 
Wednesday, a Catholic tradition is to eat pancakes 
on Shrove Tuesday. To enable themselves to fast 
throughout Lent, early Catholics used all of the 
‘luxurious’ foods in their pantries - milk, butter and 
eggs. 
All classes will be following this Catholic ritual on 
Tuesday, 4th March. Students will be offered a 
pancake with their choice of toppings such as jam, 
butter, lemon juice and sugar.  
Teachers are aware of dietary restrictions of the 
students in their classes. If your child has any 
dietary restrictions that have not previously been 
advised, please contact your child’s classroom 
teacher. 
 

Project Compassion  

Since 1965, Caritas Australia 
has been coordinating 
Project Compassion during 
the season of Lent. This initiative aims to raise 
money for and awareness of poverty and inequity in 
Australia and abroad. OLHC’s contribution to 

Project Compassion is being coordinated by the 
Social Justice Leaders. Project Compassion 
donation boxes will be distributed to all families and 
will be collected in the first week of Term Two.  
Learning resources will be shared to all classes; 
these focus on three feature stories of Caritas’ 
efforts in the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Samoa and Vietnam. The daily challenges and the 
impact of Project Compassion on students there 
may provide opportunities for rich family 
discussions over the next few weeks. 

 
Easter Raffle 
Our next fundraising event is 
on the calendar, our much 
loved annual Easter raffle! 
Raffle books will be sent 
home in your children's 
communication folders in the 
coming weeks, so keep an 

eye out. The incredible chocolate filled hampers 
that make this raffle so exciting are only possible 
thanks to the generous donations from our school 
community. We welcome contributions of chocolate 
eggs, bunnies, bandicoots and other Easter treats. 
Please drop them off at the school office or have 
your children place them in their class tubs by 
Monday, March 31st. Every donation is greatly 
appreciated! For more details, see the flyer section 
below. 
 
Enrolment Tours for 2026 

School tours for Prep 2026 are now underway. It 
has been wonderful to personally guide families 
through our learning spaces and showcase the 
fantastic facilities OLHC has to offer. One class is 
already full and places are filling quickly for our 
second class. If you know any friends or family 
interested in a tour, please encourage them to 
contact our office at 8388 5900 or email 
cwindsor@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au. 

 
School Crossing 

Reminders 

A reminder to all parents 
and carers to please use 
the designated school 
crossings on Miller 
Street and Nicholson 

Street for the safety of all our students and families. 
We ask that you do not park in front of the 
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crossings, pull into our neighbors' driveways, or use 
the staff car park to drop children off. Additionally, 
performing U-turns in front of the crossings is 
unsafe and puts pedestrians at risk. Please help us 
keep our school community safe by following these 
important road safety guidelines. 
 

 
Each year our school performance is published on 
the My School Website. The My School website 
has data from every school in Australia. It includes 
the school’s student profile, enrolment numbers 
and attendance rates. It also allows parents to 
compare our NAPLAN performance to all Australian 
schools. Our 2024 national results have been 
made available to us. The table below displays 
the mean score for our school in each testing area 
and how our score compares to all Australian 
schools. I would like to thank the staff for their 
continued commitment to using data to inform their 
teaching practice in order to meet the individual 
learning needs of every child. We look forward to 
receiving and sharing the 2025 results when they 
become available later in the year. A reminder this 
year’s NAPLAN testing window for Year 3 and Year 
5 is between Wednesday 12th March and Monday 
24th March.   

 
 

 
 
 

Year 3 2024 
Subject 

State 
Mean 

National 
Mean 

OLHC 
Mean 

Above 
State 
Mean 

Above 
National 
Mean 

Reading 418 404 434 +16 +30 

Writing 423 416 452 +29 +36 

Spelling 408 401 431 +23 +30 

Grammar and 
Punctuation 

417 409 436 +19 +27 

Numeracy 413 404 419 +6 +15 

Year 5 2024 
Subject 

State 
Mean 

National 
Mean 

OLHC 
Mean 

Above 
State 
Mean 

Above 
National 
Mean 

Reading 505 492 552 +47 +60 

Writing 496 485 540 +44 +55 

Spelling 492 486 541 +49 +55 

Grammar and 
Punctuation 

504 498 561 +57 +63 

Numeracy 497 489 527 +30 +38 

 
 

Literacy Parent Helper 

Course 

We will be holding two 
Literacy Parent Helper 
Course sessions for any 
parent who would like to 
assist as a volunteer in the 
Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 
classrooms during the 

literacy block commencing Term 2. Courses will be 
held on the following dates. 
 

●​ Wednesday 19/3/25 at 9.00 am - 9.30 am 
●​ Friday 21/3/25 at 3.00 pm - 3.30 pm 

 
Attendance is compulsory if you wish to help as you 
will learn about the roles and responsibilities and 
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expected behaviors of volunteers who work with 
children in our school.  
 
If you are interested in attending one of these 
sessions or would like to assist in a junior class if 
previously trained, please contact Karina De Giusti 
(Literacy/Numeracy Leader Prep - 2) via email 
kdegiusti@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au by 
Monday 17/3/25. 
 
Please note these are the only dates these 
sessions will be available due to Ms Karina’s 
additional support timetable. 
 

School Uniform Reminder  

A reminder of Summer uniform requirements for 
students. 
 
Black shoes - recommended with closed toe. There 
is a choice of two school hats - either the 
Legionnaires Hat (one size fits all) or Slouch Hat 
(S, M or L) can be worn. If cold, the navy jumper 
&/or Bomber Jacket can be worn. Tracksuit tops 
can only be worn on Sports Days.  
 
Children are to wear runners on their allocated PE 
day, black school shoes are to be worn every other 
day. 
 
GIRLS: Summer dress, white socks (above the 
ankle), hair ties to be in school colours only (gold, 
green, navy). 
 
BOYS: Short-sleeved blue shirt, grey shorts, grey 
socks. 
 
Please note the following:- 
 
Jewellery: No nail polish, make-up or jewellery is 
allowed. For pierced ears, studs only are 
acceptable due to danger of injury when playing 
games. Chokers, dangly earrings or chains worn 
outside clothing are considered too dangerous for 
school days.  
 
Hair: Students with longer than collar-length hair 
must have it tied back at all times with plain blue, 
green or yellow elastic or ‘scrunchie.’ Hair bands 
can be worn, but must be plain blue, green, yellow 
or in Summer: checked (if same material as 
uniform). No extreme hairstyles or colours in 
student hair. 

 
 
School Photographs - Thursday 20/3/25 

This year’s school photographs are on Thursday 
20th of March. Please ensure all students are 
dressed in their Summer Uniform (not Sports 
uniform), with black school shoes, white socks for 
girls and grey socks for boys.  If your child has PE 
scheduled for Thursdays, you may pack your 
child’s runners in their school bag to be changed for 
their lesson. 
 
All students will be photographed for school ID, 
regardless of whether parents will purchase photos 
or not. Please refer to the attached flyer for details 
on how to order your child/ren’s school photos. 
Orders are encouraged to be made on-line, so we 
can avoid any cash handling issues. 
 
Sibling Orders can also be ordered separately 
on-line. On-Line ordering for Sibling Orders cuts-off 
on 19/3/25. 
 
If you do not have a credit card and wish to order a 
Sibling photo for all your children currently 
attending OLHC, please contact the office for a 
separate envelope form that needs to be returned 
with correct cash by 19/3/25. 
 
Please see the flyer section below for more 
information. 
 
Importantly, please do not contact the School 
Office for the time-table of the Photography 
schedule.  
 

 
At OLHC, we 
have developed 
and implemented 
Child Safe 
Standards in 
order to help 
keep our 
students safe 
from harm. The 
Child Safe 

Standards are compulsory minimum standards for 
all Victorian schools to ensure they are well 
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prepared to keep children and young people safe 
and protect them from abuse. The Child Safe 
Standards include requirements for schools 
including:  
• involvement of families and students in child 
safety 
• schools’ focus on safety for Aboriginal students 
• better management of child abuse risks in online 
environments 
• governance, systems and processes for keeping 
students safe.  
 
There are 11 Child Safe standards that schools 
must meet. Each year we have to communicate to 
you how we meet these standards. Each fortnight, 
we will share two with you and the measures we 
have in place to meet each standard. Please note 
all of our policies and Child Safe documentation is 
available to view on our school webpage which can 
be found at  
https://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/ 
 
This fortnight, we will be highlighting Child Safe 
Standard  One and Two, the first being to establish 
a culturally safe environment in which the diverse 
and unique identities and experiences of Aboriginal 
children and young people are respected and 
valued. This is a new standard that requires 
schools to make sure Aboriginal children and young 
people feel safe. This standard applies to all 
schools, even if there are no students who identify 
as Aboriginal. The term ‘Aboriginal’ includes 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. It is 
important to be respectful of how individual 
children, students, their families and community 
refer to themselves, and use appropriate language. 
Cultural safety includes being provided with a safe, 
nurturing and positive environment where 
Aboriginal children:  
 
• feel comfortable being themselves  
• feel comfortable expressing their culture, including 
their spiritual and belief systems  
• are supported by carers who respect their 
Aboriginality and encourage their sense of self and 
identity.  
 
At OLHC, we implement and demonstrate this 
standard by valuing and respecting the different 
cultures of all our staff, students and families, 
including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. 

 
Child Safe Standard Two, requires us to ensure 
that child safety and wellbeing are embedded in 
school leadership, governance and culture. This 
standard emphasises the vital role that school 
leaders and governing authorities have in 
establishing a culture where child abuse and harm 
are not tolerated and effective systems and 
processes to implement child safe policies and 
practices and manage child abuse risks are in 
place. Schools must take deliberate steps to 
promote child safety and wellbeing and protect 
children by: 
  
• embedding and promoting a child safety culture at 
all levels of the organisation 
• school leaders actively modelling such a culture 
by ensuring transparent governance arrangements 
are in place.  
 
At OLHC, we implement and demonstrate this 
standard through developing, endorsing and 
making publicly available the following policies on 
our school website. 
 
• Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy  
• Child Safety Code of Conduct Policy. 
 
We also make sure that all school staff and 
volunteers understand our Child Safe Standards 
and their obligations regarding Child Safe 
information sharing and recordkeeping. 
 
School Attendance 

Under the 
Education 
Training and 
Reform Act 2006 
(Vic.) and the 
Education and 
Training Reform 

Regulations 2017 (Vic.), school attendance is 
compulsory for children and young people aged 6 
to 17 years unless an approved exemption has 
been granted. 

While ensuring school attendance is a legal 
responsibility of parents/guardians/carers, it is also 
a shared commitment between families, the school, 
and the wider community to support students in 
attending school every day. 
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Parents must ensure their child attends school daily 
and provide a valid explanation for any absences 
unless an exemption applies. Approved absences 
generally include (but are not limited to): 

●​ Medical and dental appointments when 
out-of-hours options are not available 

●​ Bereavement or attending a funeral, 
including participation in Sorry Business 

●​ Cultural observances, where the school is 
informed in advance 

Regular school attendance is essential for student 
success, helping young people stay on track 
academically, socially and developmentally. 
Students who attend school consistently have 
better long-term health, employment opportunities, 
and financial security. 

If you are experiencing any challenges in getting 
your child to school or need support, please reach 
out to our Student Wellbeing Leader, Maegan 
Whiteley. 
mwhiteley@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au 

PA News - New Event 

Structure 

Recently, there's been some 
discussion around how the P/A 
events within the school could 
be improved. One of the notes 
made on the current version of 
everything is that there's a fairly 
small number of people being 

heavily relied upon for all of the events, each year. 
This not only leads to exhaustion but it doesn't 
necessarily breed creativity so in conjunction with 
Maree, and taking a lead and some ideas from 
other school's P/A groups, the decision was made 
to allocate each of the yearly events to a particular 
year level. This will see a few important, genuine 
advantages: 

1. the events will be approached with fresh eyes 
and new ideas each time - there's no expectation to 
copy and paste from year to year; 

2. the weight of the events being organised and run 
will be shared; 

3. the number of times anyone will be asked to 
volunteer to help is reduced; 

4. this increases the opportunities for those running 
each event to get to know each other and the rest 
of the school community. 

While the Parent Reps for the classes will be the 
people at the helm, we know they won't be alone! 
We know that all the rest of each class's 
parents/carers will be ready to put up their hand, 
and we're sure there's an abundance of untapped 
and unique skills out there in our wonderful OLHC 
community, rearing to get out! The P/A will still exist 
but it's a good time to reiterate that there's no 
'joining' of the P/A, there's no formality to it in that 
way so there's a wonderful group of people who 
can provide advice and guidance whenever 
requested. This new structure also gives the PA 
group more time to focus on bringing together 
awesome large events, like the Trivia Night or 
Cinema Night, as well as additional impromptu 
events throughout the year, like food drives. 

From the conversations we've had with people thus 
far, the consensus is that this change will be super 
positive!  

Now, to the important question, no doubt on your 
lips! What events are being run by which levels??!! 
These are in order of the event calendar: 

Easter Raffle:  Year 6 

Mother's Day Stall:  Year 4 

Mother's Day Breaky:  Year 3 

Feast Day Triathlon:  Year 2 

Disco:  Year 1 

Father's Day Stall:  Year 5 

Father's Day Breaky:  Prep 

I hope you're all excited about this new structure, 
and feel positive about how you and your peers can 
create memorable and wonderful events for the 
students and families of OLHC! 

We are still looking for two amazing people to take 
on the role of Co - President so please reach out if 
this is something you would be interested in 
olhcpa@gmail.com 
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Thank you to the parents who have nominated 
themselves to be Parent Class Reps for the 2025 
school year. Please note we still require a Parent 
Rep for 3J and 4W. 

As many of our wonderful parents and carers know, 
to come into the school and be around the children, 
a current Victorian Working with Children Check is 
required. Whether that's to be a classroom reading 
helper or go on an excursion - or to help with the 
various fun events throughout the year, from the 
Triathlon to the Father's Day stall, and everything 
between! These WWC checks are FREE (because 
it's for volunteering), easy to apply for, and valid for 
a number of years. The application requires taking 
a photo of a few forms of ID and yourself, but is 
quick and easy, with step by step instructions. The 
card can take several weeks to arrive, so we 
encourage everyone to head over to the below 
website and have this done in preparation for your 
volunteering. Once your card arrives, please take it 
to the office for Debbie or Cathy to photocopy. You'll 
be asked to enter your WWC ID number the first 
time you sign into the iPad, but can then set up a 
Quick PIN to make the sign in process super quick 
thereafter. Application: 
https://service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-chil
dren    

Another idea which the PA 
have decided to try is that 
every fortnight (or month, 
depending on how popular 
this is), there's an informal 
catch up in the Staff Room, 
for any and all parents and 
carers who can make it. This 
is designed to help everyone 
get to know each other and 

build even more strength into the already beautiful 
OLHC community. The days of the week will 
change with each meet-up, to ensure everyone 
working part time or working from home has a 
chance to be involved. The first Coffee Catch Up 
will be straight after drop off on Thursday March 
6th. Maree has very kindly offered not only the Staff 
Room, but also the tea and coffee facilities! There 
will be no agenda, no formality at all - it's not a 
meeting, but a chance for authentic conversation. 

Many thanks  

Chrystal Gilkes 

Retiring P/A President 

 

Position Vacant 
Brunswick Moreland Catholic Community is 
seeking a Stewardship Coordinator/Finance 
Coordinator. This is a 0.6 Full-Time Equivalent 
position. The person will work closely with Fr. 
Brendan, the Parish Staff, and the BMCC 
Stewardship Council to oversee the finances and 
physical resources of the Parishes. This is a great 
opportunity to be part of a growing team in a 
supportive environment, directing our resources to 
the mission of the Brunswick Moreland Catholic 
Community. 
  
Further details can be obtained from Fr. Brendan or 
the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne Human 
Resources Team.  
Visit: 
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies/stewar
dship-coordinator-brunswick-moreland-catholic-co
mmunity-2 
 

 
 
Class Assemblies 
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This term we are hosting whole school class run 
assemblies. Please see term one’s assembly roster 
below. These assemblies will be held in the 
Centenary Hall on a Wednesday from 2:45 p.m. - 
3:15 p.m. Every class will have an opportunity to 
host an assembly throughout the year, if your 
child's class is not rostered on for this term they will 
be rostered on during terms two and three. All are 
welcome to attend. Please enter via the office 
between 2.30 pm and 2.45 pm. 
 
 

●​ Wednesday 5/3/25 3J Assembly at 2.45pm 
 

●​ Wednesday 12/3/25 4S Assembly at 
2.45pm 

 
●​ Wednesday 19/3/25 5B Assembly at 

2.45pm 
 

●​ Wednesday 26/3/25 6P Assembly at 
2.45pm 
 

●​ Wednesday 2/4/25 1B Assembly at 2.45pm 
 
Zooper Dooper Friday 

A reminder Zooper Doopers 
will be sold every Friday for 
$1.00 throughout Term 1.  
All proceeds go towards the 
upkeep of our Kitchen 
Garden. 
 

Student Birthdays 

 

We wish the following students a wonderful 
birthday over the last fortnight: 
 
Zachary 6P, Benjamin 1DK, Piath 5H, Aiden 5H, 
Farah 2C 
 
 
 

2025 Term 1 Dates 

 
Tuesday  4/3/25 Shrove Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 5/3/25 Ash Wednesday 
 
Wednesday 5/3/25 3J Assembly at 2.45pm 
 
Thursday  6/3/25 Prep Inform and Empower Cyber 
Safety Session 
 
Friday 7/3/25 School Closure, no students to attend 
Staff Professional Learning - Simply Maths 
 
Monday 10/3/25  Labour Day - no students attend 
 
Wednesday 12/3/25 4S Assembly at 2.45pm 
 
Tuesday 11/3/25 Confirmation Family Night at 
6.30pm 
 
Wednesday 12/3/25 NAPLAN Year 3 and Year 5 
 
Thursday 13/3/25 NAPLAN Year 3 and Year 5 
Friday 14/3/25 NAPLAN Year 3 and Year 5 
 
Sunday - 16/3/25 - Sunday 22/3/25 Catholic 
Education Week 
 
Wednesday 19/3/25 5B Assembly at 2.45pm 
  
Thursday 20/3/25 Whole School Photos 
 
Friday 21/3/25 St Patrick’s Day Mass for school 
Captain and Vice Captains 
 
Wednesday 26/3/25 6P Assembly at 2.45pm 
 
Friday 28/3/25 Official Opening of the 
STEM/Library Hub 11.30am-12.30pm, all welcome. 
 
Saturday 29/3/25 March - Confirmation Mass 
1.00pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral - Special 
Celebration Jubilee Year 
 
Wednesday 2/4/25 1B Assembly at 2.45pm 
 
Friday 4/4/25 Term 1 concludes at 1.00pm 

 
Finally, as always I would love to hear any 
feedback you have about our school, so please feel 
free to email me at 
mmcintosh@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au with  
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any thoughts, concerns or suggestions that you 
may have to continue to make our school a 
wonderful place to be and to learn. I will get back to  
you as soon as I can and do appreciate any 
feedback that you have to share. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Ms Maree McIntosh 
 
PRINCIPAL 
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