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Contact Details 

ADDRESS 
26 Miller Street 
BRUNSWICK EAST VIC 3057 

PRINCIPAL Mr Philip Cachia (Jan – Oct) Ms Patrizia Rinaldo (Nov-Dec) 

PARISH PRIEST Rev Joel Peart (Canonical Administrator) 

REPORT PREPARED BY 
Mr Daniel Ryan (Acting Principal, Semester 1, 2020) and members of the 
school’s Leadership Team 

TELEPHONE (03) 8388 5900 

EMAIL principal@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au 

WEBSITE www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au 

E NUMBER E1078 

 

Minimum Standards Attestation 

I, Daniel Ryan, attest that Our Lady Help of Christians School is compliant with: 

• All of the requirements for the minimum standards and other requirements for the 

registration of schools as specified in the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 (Vic) and 

the Education and Training Reform Regulations 2017 (Vic), except where the school has 

been granted an exemption from any of these requirements by the VRQA 

• Australian Government accountability requirements related to the 2019 school year under 

the Australian Education Act 2013 (Cth) and the Australian Education Regulations 2013 

(Cth)  

• The Child Safe Standards prescribed in Ministerial Order No.870 – Child Safe Standards, 

Managing Risk of Child Abuse in School. 

8th May 2020 
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Our School Vision 

 

Our Lady Help of Christians is a Catholic Parish Primary School 

inspired by the person of Jesus. 

Founded by the Sisters of Mercy, we are guided by their service 

and values of respect, compassion and justice. 

We have a dynamic and innovative learning and teaching 

environment that engages students to achieve success, develop 

resilience and embrace a passion for learning.  

We are a welcoming and encouraging community that fosters 

positive relationships with thanks and forgiveness. 

In partnership with families, Parish and the global community 

we celebrate our shared story and the richness and diversity of 

all. 

Our Lady Help of Christians School -   

Walking together in faith, love and learning. 
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School Overview 

Our Lady's School, Brunswick East, was officially opened in 1911 on the site formerly occupied by 
Samaritan College (100 Barkly Street). The school was moved to its present site alongside the 
Church in 1939 with Sr. Xavier as Principal. Like many others in the Brunswick area, the site 
occupied by the Church and presbytery was a quarry in the late 19th century. For this reason, the 
foundations of these buildings were constructed considerably below ground level. This allowed 
a unique opportunity of also providing the parish with a spacious hall below the current Church. 
Facing the school’s playground, the hall is easily accessed by the children and is sometimes used 
for different school events.  The southern children’s paved playground also bears testament to 
the site’s history by its positioning below the level of Nicholson Street. This provides a quietening 
buffer from traffic, offers students enviable opportunities to play soccer/football and adds an 
interesting aspect of another level to the grounds. 

Our Lady Help of Christians School is a vibrant school community catering to inner-city families 
looking for that something extra in education. With a current enrolment of just over 340 students, 
we believe we are growing into the ideal size. Our students are nurtured in a safe and loving 
environment, while stimulated by a rigorous curriculum with high expectations for all.  
Some of the elements that families tell us that they love about our school are: 

• Intimate, caring and cohesive community  

• Extensive range of six specialist programs: Library, Physical Education, Performing Arts, 
Visual Arts, Italian and Information Communications Technology for all students Foundation 
to Year 6 

• Caring, professional staff, committed to continual student growth 

• Fabulous facilities and great playground space 

• A bright & inviting Before / After School / Vacation Care facility and program run by Extend 
Out of School Hours Care 

• Dynamic Parents Association and dedicated Parent Reps for each class 

• Bi-annual Performing Arts school concert at the Clocktower Theatre Moonee Ponds (2019) 

• Bi-annual Arts Exhibition showcasing students’ talents in Visual Arts (2018) 

• Uniform Shop on premises staffed by dedicated volunteer parents 

• Student Representative Council – Foundation to Year 6  

• 170 Windows 10 Laptop computers housed on 6 moveable trolleys around the school for all 
classes to access.  Reliable, high speed Wi-Fi around the school allows the children to move 
around the school with digital technologies 

• Mini lab of 9 computers in the Senior area of the school 

• 14 Samsung tablets, cameras and iPhone cameras to be used in our Junior School classes 

• School Camp program in Year 5 & 6 alternating between a bush (Mt. Evelyn) and beach 
experience (Phillip Island) each year 

• Whole school assemblies on a Wednesday 

• Implementation of the ‘Make Jesus Real’ Social Emotional Learning Program from 
Foundation to Year 6 

• Sacramental Program – Year 3 Reconciliation, Year 4 First Eucharist, Year 6 Confirmation 

• Leadership roles for all Year 6 students 

• Secure entry and perimeter fencing to our school with CCTV cameras filming 24 hours a day. 
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Principal’s Report 

2019 – Working Hard to be the Best 

The 2019 school year started with 52 delightful Foundation children joining our ranks and eager 
to be at school – so many of them without tears. Our Foundation teachers, Ms. Dani and Ms. 
Bridget, continued using the THRaSS Literacy Program in Foundation. The result is our Foundation 
children are reading and writing at, or in many cases, well above the level expected. 

In mid-February, our annual Welcome Picnic was held on a warm and balmy summers night. The 
jumping castles were a hit yet again and the children simply did not want to go home. Thanks to 
our Parents Association for again cooking up a great sausage sizzle for the families. 

Our School Captains for 2019 were announced. Thank you to Evie Morris and Noah Khoury 
(Captains) and Leondra Michienzi and Josef Hicks (Vice Captains) for their leadership at the school 
this year. In fact, we congratulate all our Year 6 children for their different leadership roles 
around the school.  Our school would not have run as smoothly if it were not for your assistance 
each day. 

In March, our Sister School visitors arrived in Melbourne. Pak Okky, Ibu Ika and Ibu Erna joined 
us for a week of cross-cultural activities and learning more about the Indonesian culture. 

Children of the Catholic faith in Year 3, 4 and 6 received the Sacraments of Penance, Eucharist 
and Confirmation. Thank you to Mr. Jack, our Faith Leader, for co-ordinating the ceremonies and 
to the class teachers for preparing the children so well. These Sacraments are pivotal moments 
in the children’s spiritual growth, but also form part of each family’s continuing Catholic tradition 
in our Parish school. 

Just to end Term 1, our Year 5/6 children attended their annual school ‘Bush Camp’, at Oasis in 
Mt. Evelyn. There was a lot of fun in the hills over the two nights, including a couple of bush walks. 

In May we farewelled Father Michael Casey, our Parish Priest of 10 years and welcomed Father 
Joel Peart as Canonical Administrator until the appointment of a new Parish Priest. The students 
have been excited to have Fr Joel visit their classes after class Masses each week. 

May was a big month with our School Review taking place. It was an intense time of reflection 
for staff, knowing that we are doing great things but also that we can always improve and change. 

Our Feast Day in May was rained out but, after several postponements, we finally managed to 
run the Triathlon at Balfe Park. This year we raised a record $13 230.00, with Foundation B taking 
out the prize for a class pizza lunch.  

May also saw our children in Years 3 and 5 once again completing the annual NAPLAN tests, most 
for the first time completed online rather than pen and paper. NAPLAN 2019 showed that great 
teachers can do amazing things. For six out of the last seven years our Year 3 and 5 students 
outperformed the Victorian average in all ten areas of English and Maths testing. Comparative 
data follows on the next page. 
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YEAR 3 2019 
STATE OF 
VICTORIA 
AVERAGE 

OLHC 
SCHOOL 

AVERAGE 
 YEAR 5 2019 

STATE OF 
VICTORIA 
AVERAGE 

OLHC 
SCHOOL 

AVERAGE 
 

READING 447 488 + 41 READING 516 529 + 13 

WRITING 435 464 + 29 WRITING 487 528 + 41 

SPELLING  428 440 + 12 SPELLING  506 516 + 10 

GRAMMAR & 
PUNCTUATION 

454 507 + 53 
GRAMMAR & 
PUNCTUATION 

507 520 + 13 

NUMERACY 421 453 + 32 NUMERACY 507 522 + 15 

 
Thank you to our hard working and dedicated Parents Association whose hard work, along with 
parent support purchased our interschool sport tops and moveable interactive whiteboard for 
our VIC Centre. Thanks to the Parents Association Executive of Michelle, Janelle, Kerry, Mick and 
Courtenay and other members of the PA for all the work that helps our children have a better 
school. 

Our busy Parents Association put on memorable Mothers’ and Fathers’ Day Breakfasts this year. 
The Mothers’ Day breakfast was indeed a classy affair while the Fathers’ Day Breakfast was the 
lead into our Footy Colours Day – the latter being enjoyed by all. 

In Term Two we hosted a Cyber Safety Parent information evening and our students participated 
in an incursion. Thank you to William Sederino, for organising these sessions that offered some 
great tips on how to manage tricky issues. 

Thanks again to our Parents Association for the ‘Mad Hatters’ Children’s Disco in June. The 
Centenary Centre looked amazing, the students wore their fancy dress and our resident DJ, Mr 
Cachia, was a hit. It was like being in Wonderland for the night. 

In Term Three we hosted ‘How can I help my child in Maths?’ with Michael Ymer. This evening 
was well attended and gave parents ideas of games and ways to promote quality thinking and 
learning at home with their child. Thank you to Meghann Phillips and Ashlea Sandells for 
organising this evening. 

Our A to K and, later in the year, our L to Z Working Bees were well attended by parents. Lots of 
great work was done over the three hours and our school looked and smelt pristine. Parents who 
attended received a $100 rebate on the School Development Levy. 

There were lots of Social Justice events held during the year. The collection of food and toiletries 
for St. Vincent de Paul, organised by our own Mini-Vinnies, and the sponsorship of the Breakfast 
Club at our Sister School in Bandung always makes us appreciative for the gifts that God has given 
us. 

Our Parents Association ‘Aloha Hawaiian Party’ was held in August. More than 215 people 
attended a memorable night of dancing, good food and great family memories and $10 450 was 
raised for the children at our school. In fact, our Parents Association has really connected families 
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this year with events like Christmas in July and Dads at the Temple. Thanks to those who 
organised all these great events. 

Book Week 2019 was so big we could not fit it into one week so two it was! It was all about our 
Superpowers this year. Thanks to Mrs Oxley and Mrs Tesoriero, our wonderful Librarians, for 
organising visits to a few different libraries and bookstores, from Kathleen Symes to the Little 
Book Room! 

Travelling around Italy was a highlight of Italian Day this year, with a tourist inspired menu and 
activities to match. Grazie Signora Franca Erneste for all your hard work in preparing this day and 
teaching our students throughout a large part of the year. 

In Term 3 more than 50 of our Year 3-6 students participated in the Australian Maths Competition. 
Not only did our children achieve amazing results, but they participated with enthusiasm and 
confidence and gave it a go – a truly positive mindset. 

Our school musical “Circus Splendida” was staged at the Clocktower Theatre in Moonee Ponds 
at the end of October. Thank you to our Director, Ms Jennifer Shannon, Choreographer, Ms 
Kristina Diaz, and our supporting teachers who helped our children put on a stunning show in 
front of a sold-out theatre. The night allowed many of our senior children to showcase their 
singing, acting and dancing talents. The finale was the showstopper with all children on stage. A 
true celebration of the Performing Arts at our school. 

Just to cap the year off, our annual Twilight Athletics was held in front of a huge crowd at the 
George Knott track at Clifton Hill. Although we did not quite beat the rain, we were lucky enough 
to run most activities. For the record, the results on the night were: 

OVERALL TROPHY TEAM SPIRIT TROPHY 

1st Barkly (Blue) 458 1st  Xavier (Yellow) 275 

2nd Miller (Green) 362 2nd  Toomey (Red) 230 

3rd Toomey (Red) 344 3rd  Miller (Green) 213 

4th Xavier (Yellow) 312 4th  Barkly (Blue) 185 

After having served the Our Lady Help of Christians community for 11 years we said farewell to 
Mr Philip Cachia at the end of October as he made the move to lead another school community. 
We thank him for leading our school to the place it is today – a place of welcome, of faith, and of 
exceptional education and learning. 

We also farewelled Gisella Tierney, Meghann Phillips, William Sederino, Melanie Fenn, Mary-
Anne Cardamone and Patrizia Rinaldo. We thank them also for their dedication to our students 
and we wish them all the best at their new schools. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT PREPARED BY MS PATRIZIA RINALDO (ACTING PRINCIPAL TERM 4, 2019) 
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Education in Faith 

Goal & Intended Outcomes 

To strengthen our school as an authentic contemporary Catholic Community that is reflective 
and lives out its mission in the light of the faith tradition. 

• That students are able to understand and make meaningful, relevant connections between 
the Catholic story and their own lives. 

• That staff continue to develop their capacity to design and implement a contemporary RE 
curriculum. 

• That all of our community have opportunities to engage in learning and dialogue to make 
meaningful connections between the Catholic tradition and their lives. 

Achievements and Value Added 

As a Catholic learning community, Our Lady Help of Christians School has continued to be a place 
where all members have had an opportunity to participate in prayer, liturgy, Sacraments, spiritual 
development, professional learning, Catholic social teachings and an engaging Religious 
Education curriculum.  At Our Lady’s School we celebrate that we belong to a tradition that has 
a long and rich history and are in a unique and privileged position to be able to nurture and pass 
this faith onto our children who will be the church of tomorrow.   Our Lady’s School is proud to 
play an important role in the life of the diverse Catholic parish of Brunswick and Brunswick East.   

In Term One we celebrated Catholic Education Week by attending the St Patrick’s Day Mass for 
schools at the cathedral.  Our Student Representative Council (SRC) members, who are also our 
Mini Vinnies Conference, attended this occasion along with teachers from our Indonesian sister 
school St Maria Bintang Laut.  This week concluded with the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  Forty children from our school and the parish catechist program received the final 
Sacrament of Initiation being Confirmed by Bishop Terry Curtin, Auxiliary Bishop for the Northern 
Region at Our Lady Help of Christians Church on Sunday 24th March 2019.  As part of the 
Confirmation preparation, our Year 6 students visited the Mary Glowrey Centre in Fitzroy and 
participated in tour of the museum and learnt about Dr Sr Mary Glowrey’s life and work.  In the 
future we will hear more about Dr Sr Mary Glowrey, who was both a medical doctor and a 
religious sister.  The church has established the cause for her to be recognised as the second 
Australian born saint.   

In May the school community joined with parishioners in giving thanks and farewelling Fr Michael 
Casey on the occasion of his well-deserved retirement.  The school community wished to give 
thanks for Fr Michael’s strong and impeccable pastoral leadership over the past decade at Our 
Lady’s School & Church and past 22 years at St Ambrose Church.  Our Lady’s School acknowledged 
Fr Michael’s service and contribution with a whole school assembly, with a “This is Your Life” 
style presentation and concluding with a raucous rendition of the Richmond Football Club theme 
song and many children donning Tigers scarves and hats!       

Having farewelled Fr Michael Casey as Parish Priest, we welcomed Fr Joel Peart in late May who 
was appointed Parish Administrator for a period of twelve months.   Back in 2011, as a student 
at the seminary, Fr Joel completed his final pastoral placement at Our Lady’s School.  Welcoming 
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back Fr Joel to Our Lady’s School, his first official engagement was to celebrate a whole school 
Mass on Our Lady Help of Christians Feast Day.  All classes Foundation to Year 6 had a special 
focus on Mary the Mother of God and praying the Rosary during the month of May.  The annual 
triathlon at Balfe Park, as the Parents Association major funding raising for the year, was finally 
able to held a few weeks after our Feast Day having been postponed several times due to 
inclement weather.  It was enjoyed by all and another example of our school celebrating as a 
community. 

After much preparation in Term One, in late May Our Lady’s School underwent a School 
Improvement Review conducted by an external school reviewer engaged by Catholic Education 
Melbourne.  The outcome of the school review provided some valuable recommendations that 
were used to facilitated goals and strategies to move the Religious Dimension forward for the 
next school improvement cycle of 2020 – 2023.  

In late August, twenty-three of our Year 4 students received the Sacrament of Eucharist for the 
first time.  This year we broke with tradition and had one First Communion Mass on a Saturday 
afternoon at Our Lady Help of Christians Church.  The children receiving the Sacrament were 
involved in the Mass by undertaking roles including reading Scripture, Prayers of the Faithful and 
the Offertory Procession.  A reflection retreat day was held at St Ambrose Community Centre for 
First Eucharist candidates prior to receiving the Sacrament. 

The Sacrament of Penance (Rite of Reconciliation) was held in Term Four at Our Lady’s Church.  
Thirty-four of our Year 3 children, supported by their families, received Reconciliation for the first 
time.  As with each of the Sacraments (Confirmation, Eucharist, and Penance) a family 
information evening was facilitated by Fr Joel.   

Other opportunities for prayer, liturgical celebration and fostering our children’s faith included 
one year level each week attending the Wednesday 9:15 a.m. parish Mass.  The presence of 
school children is very much enjoyed by the parishioners who attend Mass at Our Lady’s Church.  
In addition to Our Lady Help of Christians Feast Day, other whole school liturgies celebrating 
special Feast Days included the Opening School Year, Ash Wednesday, Sister School, Sacred Heart, 
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, Our Lady’s Assumption and All Saints. 

Professional learning opportunities in the Religious Dimension included professional learning 
team meetings (PLTs) each term.  The focus of these was largely to further develop teacher 
knowledge of the “Pedagogy of Encounter” dialogue tool as well as becoming familiar with the 
new Religious Education standards in Religious Education Curriculum Framework for the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne 

Raising awareness of Catholic social justice teachings has continued to be important in our school 
community.  On the Feast of the Sacred Heart in June, the school community presented a 
significant collection of non-perishable food items to support the tireless work of the St Vincent 
de Paul Brunswick Conference.  During Advent school families were invited to donate toiletry 
items.  These were made into hampers and distributed prior to Christmas by our Brunswick 
Conference to their clients as well men who attend Ozanam House in North Melbourne. 

The school year concluded with Christmas carols and whole school assembly in the Centenary 
Centre.  Each year level presented a religious and a secular or contemporary Christmas carol.  
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This occasion was well attended and enjoyed by parents and extended family members.  We 
farewelled our Year 6 students with a Graduation Mass in the last full week of school.  Students 
and their families gathered to celebrate and give thanks for the seven years of their primary 
school journey.  The staff celebrated by attending Mass at St Ambrose on the final day of the 
school year.  Fr Joel acknowledged and thanked staff for their contribution to parish life and the 
important role they play in educating our children. 

EDUCATION IN FAITH PREPARED BY MR JACK RENDLE (RELIGIOUS EDUCATION LEADER 2020) 



OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS SCHOOL BRUNSWICK EAST 

 

 

2019 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 11 

 

Learning & Teaching 

Goal and Intended Outcomes  

To improve student learning outcomes through purposeful, focused teaching that promotes 
student engagement in all areas of the curriculum. 

• That student engagement in all curriculum areas is stimulating and focused on students’ 
individual needs. 

• That teachers’ capacity to design and implement a contemporary curriculum be informed by 
data about student needs. 

• That student outcomes in Literacy and Numeracy will continue to improve. 

Achievements 

PROPORTION OF STUDENTS MEETING THE MINIMUM STANDARDS 

NAPLAN TESTS 2017 2018 
2017 - 2018 

Changes 
2019 

2018 - 2019 
Changes 

YR 03 Grammar & Punctuation 96.4 % 100.0 % + 3.6 % 100.0 0.0 

YR 03 Numeracy 100.0 % 100.0 % 0.0 100.0 0.0 

YR 03 Reading 100.0 % 100.0 % 0.0 100.0 0.0 

YR 03 Spelling 98.2 % 100.0 % + 1.8 % 98.0 - 2.0 % 

YR 03 Writing 100.0 % 100.0 % 0.0 100.0 0.0 

 

YR 05 Grammar & Punctuation 96.6 % 100.0 % + 3.4 % 98.0 - 2.0 % 

YR 05 Numeracy 100.0 % 100.0 % 0.0 100.0 0.0 

YR 05 Reading 96.6 & 97.8% + 1.2 % 98.0 + 0.2 % 

YR 05 Spelling 96.6 % 100.0% + 3.4 % 100.0 0.0 

YR 05 Writing 96.4 % 100.0 % + 3.6 % 100.0 0.0 

Student Learning Outcomes 
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Learning and Teaching is the core of our work at Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School.  We 
have a dynamic and innovative learning and teaching environment that engages students to 
achieve success, develop resilience and embrace a passion for learning.   We are proud of our 
students’ achievements.  

In early 2019 our school completed a School Review. There were a number of positives and 
strengths identified in the area of Learning and Teaching, including: 

• The school is proud of and is to be commended for the targeted and strategic, evidence-based 
approach to literacy and numeracy improvement. Strategic resource management has 
supported this approach 

• Relevant professional learning underpinned clearly articulated areas of focus for 
improvement. Strengthening the capacity of teachers to gain appropriate insights to the 
range of data gathered remains an improvement opportunity in this area  

• Parents and teachers identified the school’s team of Maths and English Intervention teachers, 
and the strategic use of LSO support in every year level, as key to providing additional support 
to identified students 

• Leadership communicate high expectations of both staff and students. ‘Working hard to be 
the best’ was the 2019 school motto 

• Teachers and leaders at Our Lady Help of Christians School are committed to achieving the 
best outcomes for their students. 

The review also indicated that as we have many high achieving students, they could be further 
extended in their learning. This has informed one of our school improvement goals for the next 
four years, to ensure that learning and teaching meets all students at their point of need and 
places emphasis on relative growth.  

As a school we are proud of our 2019 NAPLAN results, where once again our students results 
placed them above the Victorian average in all 10 areas. This reflects the high standards our 
students and teachers set for themselves in their learning areas.  The students’ individual goals 
for themselves, in conjunction with their NAPLAN results, demonstrates their passion for learning 
and the wonderful growth they are making in their skills and knowledge in the curriculum areas. 

Since 2017, Spelling has been a Literacy focus area for our school. To cater for this in 2018 the 
THRASS program and Smart Foundations were introduced to support the development of explicit 
phonics teaching and common language used across the F-2 grades. This continued in 2019, with 
all Year One teachers, Intervention teachers and the Learning & Teaching leader being trained to 
implement THRASS strategies to ensure consistency. Initial results have shown improvement in 
student’s phonemic awareness (the ability to separate sounds in words), awareness of the 44 
sounds of English and the many spelling combinations, and their confidence to read and write 
independently. The trained staff also demonstrated increased knowledge and skills to teaching 
phonics in a systematic way and provide Literacy feedback to students and parents.  

To ensure this consistent approach continues throughout the school, from 2020 we will be 
replacing Words their Way with the Smart Spelling approach, which aligns with the systematic 
phonics teaching happening in F-2. This will ensure students are using the same language, skills 
and knowledge in all year levels. Teaching staff will do this training in 2020.  
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Staff participated in a Numeracy professional development session with Michael Ymer, focussing 
on applying the capabilities within our Numeracy lessons and differentiating to target all students. 
The school also ran a successful Family Maths Night where Michael Ymer demonstrated a range 
of activities and mathematical discussions parents could have at home with students.  

For the fifth year running, over 50 students from Year Three to Six voluntarily participated in the 
Australian Mathematics Competition.  Our school results were: 

• 5 students receiving a Distinction (top 20% of their year level) 

• 19 students receiving a Credit (top 55% of their year level) 

• 26 students receiving a Proficient (a mark of 32 on their test) and 

• 13 students receiving a Participation certificate. 

As a school we are proud of our students’ courage to give the competition a go and the positive 
mindset they displayed when completing the mathematical challenges presented within the 
competition. 

Teachers have continued to apply the Inquiry approach for students to explore and investigate 
areas of Humanities and Science. As a staff, we reflected on our Learning and Teaching Yearly 
Scope and Sequence and adjusted these to encourage an integrated approach between 
curriculum areas. 

Our specialist classes (ICT, Library, Physical Education, Visual Arts, Performing Arts and Italian) 
are another highlight of our school, with all students being involved in a weekly 40-minute session 
in each area.  2019 saw our students further their skills in each of these areas, by meeting an 
author for Book Week, running their way through an Athletics Carnival, participating in a festive 
Italian Day and producing a fantastic School Performance of ‘The Greatest Show’. Students 
continue to have opportunities to explore new technologies and build their digital skills, including 
the use of a new moveable Smartboard for the school.  

Staff continued to develop programs to meet the needs of students in their classroom and 
throughout the school. As part of their learning and teaching practices, teachers developed 
Reflective Feedback goals to improve their teaching in order to improve student outcomes.  
Teachers collaborated, observed one another and completed professional reading which had a 
direct impact on their students learning.  

Personalised Learning Plans are an essential part of our practice at Our Lady Help of Christians 
School.  Teachers continued to design and implement these, specifically to develop the skills and 
knowledge of those students experiencing some challenges with their learning and to meet their 
individual needs.  The Intervention/Enrichment program continued, with 6 teachers working with 
students across the school from Foundation to Year 6. 

Our Lady Help of Christians values questioning and reflection as part of our learning and teaching 
process and our students’ achievements across the school from Foundation to Year 6 is 
something we are all proud of.  We congratulate them on their many achievements throughout 
the 2019 school year. 

LEARNING AND TEACHING PREPARED BY MS ASHLEA SANDELLS (JUNIOR LEVEL LEADER 2020) 
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Student Wellbeing 

Goal & Intended Outcomes 

To develop an engaging learning environment that is safe, inclusive and challenging for all 
students. 

• That the wellbeing of all students at Our Lady Help of Christians School will be enhanced. 

• That opportunities for student voice will be enhanced. 

Achievements 

The Student Wellbeing focus for 2019 at Our Lady Help of Christians School continued to build 
upon work in previous years to promote a positive social and emotional culture in our school.  We 
aimed to develop a learning community that fosters the growth of all, accepting and respecting 
all members of our school community. Our Lady Help of Christians School has a clear 
understanding of the relationship between student wellbeing and student learning outcomes. 
The leaders of Our Lady Help of Christians have been strategic and proactive in the steps taken 
to ensure a safe learning environment. Among the measures which have been put in place and 
which have contributed to the school’s success in this sphere are: developing and enforcing Child 
Safe schools protocols, implementing Peaceful Kids Mindfulness with small groups and class 
based sessions incorporating personal and social capabilities into our planning. 

Staff appointments assisting with the coordination of Student Wellbeing are: 
• An experienced staff member with a Master of Education (Student Wellbeing) from 

Melbourne University is charged with the role of Student Wellbeing Leader with time release 
to organise the implementation of preventative programs 

• An experienced staff member in the role of Student Diversity Leader with time release to 
organise referrals, assessments, personalised learning plans, Program support meetings and 
liaise and coordinate with Learning Support Officers. 

Policies have been developed and are regularly revisited to ensure that they meet the current 
needs of the school community. A school review in 2019 ensured all areas requiring 
documentation for VRQA were covered and up to date. Examples include: 
• Student Wellbeing 
• Child Safe Schools 
• Anti-Bullying 
• Cyber-smart 
• School Uniform 
• Managing complaints and grievances 
• Volunteers within the school 
• Supervision of students 
• School Attendance/reporting absences 
• Privacy and data collection 
• Behaviour management 
• Code of Conduct - for all staff and volunteers 
• Working with children checks. 
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Within focused discussions stemming from our 2015 School Review the quality of teaching staff 
was praised and recognised for making a significant contribution to the wellbeing of the students, 
this continued over the course of the last four year cycle and was again recognised within parent 
focus group talks with the school reviewer. Parents described staff as hardworking, positive 
people who were passionate about their work. Staff praised the students’ behaviour inside and 
outside class. As one teacher stated, ‘Students are very clear about the school rules and 
expectations.’ Another believed that members of staff are held in high regard by students, and 
that the majority of students genuinely enjoy coming to school each day. Parents concurred, 
saying that the exemplary behaviour of the students was a significant contributing factor in their 
decision to enrol their children at Our Lady Help of Christians School. Our Lady Help of Christians 
School strives to be a welcoming and encouraging community that fosters positive relationships 
with thanks and forgiveness. Effective policies, proactive leadership and dedicated, supportive 
staff have created an environment which indeed reflects the school’s vision. Our school leaders 
recognise the main challenge of our school will be to maintain and build upon the impressive safe 
learning environment they have so carefully established over recent years.  

Value Added 

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish Primary School adds value to each child’s education through a 
variety of events and programs: 
• Peaceful Kids Mindfulness – a Positive Psychology based program to lessen anxiety and stress 

and increase resilience in children. This was offered to a small group of children in Years 1 - 6 
through small groups sessions and class-based activities 

• Continuation of weekly whole school meditation / mindfulness sessions (whole school) 
• Reminders/Posters & Actions/Behaviour for Anti-Bullying 
• Buddy Programs: Foundation and Senior students 
• A Buddy Bench in the school playground to promote looking out for those looking for a friend 

- signage and a water feature were donated by our local RSL and presented at a school 
assembly 

• Variety of Extracurricular activities enabling/encouraging children to find ‘real success’. For 
example: Interschool Sports, The Arts (Visual & Performing), Performing Art Show, Choir etc. 

• Student Wellbeing leader trained in the Seasons program to assist students who have been 
affected by loss 

• Years Foundation to Six Student representative groups - SRC 
• Continued parent communication through Seesaw and the school app “Updat-ed” 
• Updated privacy and data collection documents written, and parental signatures collected 

for all students 
• Focus on cyber safety with the continuing reinforcement of a Cybersmart policy and student 

contracts 
• Constant recognition of our parent volunteers and a protocol code of conduct enforced 
• Community Assistance/Connections: St Vincent de Paul Mini Vinnies, Working Bees, 

Triathlons, Book Week Parades 
• Celebrating School & Individual Achievements, Birthdays/Anniversaries etc. 
• Focus on implementing the Social and Emotional Learning with further exploration and 

auditing of the SEL framework as a staff and reporting on the Personal and Social capabilities 
• Students requiring adjustments to their learning (both funded and unfunded) continued to 

be a high priority, with strong connections being encouraged between home and school. We 
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saw evidence of this again providing effective learning outcomes and strong inclusive 
practices benefitting the whole school community 

• The work with students requiring adjustments for their learning to occur formed part of our 
data/evidence gathering exercise for the National Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) which 
will inform our funding to support these students for 2020 onwards 

• Funding allocated to the purchase and assessment of children using Pearson Assessment 
tools with a registered staff member which was very much welcomed by our classroom 
teacher and parents alike 

• We welcomed students from overseas with severe physical challenges, and provided a 
supportive, safe, and nurturing learning environment for them 

• A chairlift on one set of stairs was maintained for use of students who cannot walk up or 
down stairs 

• ‘Make Jesus Real’, our primary Social and Emotional Learning program, continues to 
positively influence the culture of our school, as the values are becoming embedded in 
everyday interactions between students. Using the terminology has equipped students to 
build resilience and develop understanding of values in themselves and others 

• Year Three/Four social skills group run twice weekly for identified students 
• Collaboration with The Northern School for Autism with one of our students participating in 

dual enrolment as well as Professional Learning provided for staff teaching students 
diagnosed with Autism - Staff are also offered and encouraged to complete online modules 
of learning - particularly around the area of ASD 

• Weekly Intervention meetings with up to date assessment tools have provided valuable data 
to monitor and plan for special needs and at-risk students in Literacy and Numeracy 

• Transition program to ensure comprehensive handover of information from class to class, 
pre-school to Foundation, and primary school to high school 

• Ongoing focus on Staff wellbeing to ensure we support and collaborate effectively with each 
other 

• Professional Learning opportunities extended to staff with outside professionals attending 
our school to deliver information 

• Lunchtime Clubs e.g. Computer Club, Dance club, Running Club, Book Club, Lego Club to 
support students who find lunchtimes challenging 

• Twice Termly Staff Student Wellbeing meetings 
• Accessing student support Services from the Catholic Education Office (CEM) e.g. speech 

therapist and psychologists when necessary to better support individual students and 
families 

• Liaise with outside agencies 
• Termly Program Support Group (PSG) meetings held each term to support students with 

additional needs 
• Annual pre and post testing is used to identify students at risk and their progress is regularly 

monitored. Intervention and Enrichment program continues to be offered. 

STUDENT WELLBEING PREPARED BY MRS KATHRYN QUINN (STUDENT WELLBEING AND 
LEARNING DIVERSITY LEADER 2020) 
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STUDENT SATISFACTION 

Student results in this year’s School Improvement Surveys indicate that there is solid engagement, 
particularly in comparison to like schools. Student responses indicate that there is strong focus while 
engaged with learning activities and that activities are largely enjoyed while in class. Responses also 
indicate opportunities for growth in attitudes to learning generally and seeing the connections between 
what happens in the classroom and in the world beyond the classroom. 

 

Student Attendance 

School Attendance is a priority focus with early intervention processes in place to promote 
student connectedness. Our Electronic Roll system has streamlined our records of student 
attendance and the reasons for absenteeism and late arrivals at school. Class teachers work with 
parents to ensure all children are attending school with the support of the Student Wellbeing 
Leader and School Principal. Our school enrols a variety of cultures. Many families take extended 
holiday breaks overseas to visit family members. This affects our absentee rate. In 2018 our 
school implemented a new policy regarding unexplained absences in accordance with the 
Attendance Guidelines implemented by the Minister for Education in 2017. ‘Schools must advise 
parents/guardians of unexplained absences, on the same day, as soon as practicable, including 
for post-compulsory aged students.’ 

Our Lady Help of Christians uses an electronic Roll system (N-Forma). At OLHC school, the 
following guidelines are used to assist in the implementation of the policy: 

• The Electronic Roll is to be completed by 9:30 a.m. each morning and before 2.30 pm each 
afternoon by the supervising teacher 

• The school will send an SMS notification to parent/guardian each day when a student 
absence has remained unexplained by 9:30am on that day 

• In the event of emergency procedures, measures are in place, e.g. Class teacher brings a class 
list out to a DISPLAN, School Officer/Bursar brings a master list of all students 

• Students arriving at school after 9 a.m. must report to the School Office with their 
parent/guardian and sign in using the PassTab iPad located in the office foyer 

• Where a child has missed numerous days of school (3 or more days) for no valid reason initial 
contact should be made with the parents to ascertain why this is happening 
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• The number of absentee days is recorded on each child’s mid-year and end of year school 
reports, and teachers are encouraged to make a statement at reporting times when 
attendance has been unsatisfactory. These statements remain saved within the child’s 
electronic student file in N-Form 

• A referral by the classroom teacher should be made to the Student Wellbeing Leader for 
assistance and intervention where a child’s absenteeism becomes habitual  

•  Parents/Guardians collecting students at any time during the day must report to the School 
Office to sign out their child using PassTab. 

AVERAGE STUDENT ATTENDANCE RATE BY YEAR LEVEL % 

 
 

 

Y01                                                                                                  94.8 

Y02                                                                                                  92.3 

Y03                                                                                                  94.3 

Y04                                                                                                  92.4 

Y05                                                                                                  94.1 

Y06                                                                                                  93.4 

Overall average attendance 93.6 
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Child Safe Standards 

Goals and Intended Outcomes 

To develop awareness of student safety in all stake holders in our community – children, parents, 
visitors and staff members. 

• All members of the school community are aware of and adhere to child safety policies and 
procedures. 

• A commitment to ‘lead the way’, not only by meeting compliance and legislative 
requirements but through cultural change and strategies that ensure child-safe practices are 
embedded in everyday practice. 

Achievements 

• All school community members adhering to our Child Safety Commitment 

• Amendments made to various Child Safe related policies within the school including, Child 
Safety, Well Being, Mandatory Reporting and Failure to Report etc.  

• The seven standards of Child Safety revised with applicable policies and procedures created 
and/or reviewed 

• Two staff members allocated with the role of Child Safety Officer role to lead the continuing 
work at our school 

• Revisit policies with staff to ensure all are embedded in our everyday practice 

• Various staff members attending Professional Learning regarding the implementation of the 
seven Child Safe standards 

• Code of Conduct for all staff written and signed by each staff member 

• Code of Conduct written for all parents to be signed off by each parent contributing within 
the school as required 

• Completion of an online annual Mandatory Reporting training package by all staff members 

• Ensuring that our school complies with the PROTECT framework for responding to abuse in 
schools 

• Articles and updates included in the weekly school newsletter for the parent community 

• A weekly mention in the staff meeting minutes of anything Child Safety related 

• Risk management register maintained 

• Reporting on the personal and social capabilities from the Victorian Curriculum document 

• Updated Working with Children check processes 

• Implementation of “PassTab” electronic system assists with monitoring that all volunteers 
sign in with WWC when entering school. 
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Leadership & Management 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

To grow and sustain a professional culture that is characterised by integrity, shared vision, 
effective teamwork and focus on continuous educational improvement. 

• That leadership capacity across all levels be developed to enable effective learning and 
teaching. 

• That staff will be empowered through a shared leadership model. 

• That resources be allocated to meet student needs and SIP priorities. 

Achievements 

In 2019 the school underwent a review of the last four years against the goals and outcomes of 
the School Improvement Plan 2016-2019. This review utilised a new rubric-based process 
developed by Catholic Education Melbourne and was facilitated by experienced school reviewer 
Ms Meredith Nolte. The review identified strengths in the Learning and Teaching approaches 
throughout the school stating that ‘(the school) is to be commended for the targeted and 
strategic, evidence based approach to literacy and numeracy improvement’ – this approach has 
led to the school placing in the top seven percent of schools across the state in all sectors in 
respect to NAPLAN results in 2019 across Years Three and Five. Teaching staff remain committed 
to improving practice and embracing new evidence-based teaching practices. 

Our 15 class structure for the year was: 

• Foundation (x2) 

• Year 1 (x3) 

• Year 2 (x2) 

• Year 3 (x2) 

• Year 4 (x2) 

• Year 5 (x2) 

• Year 6 (x2) 

In terms of development of staff, staff continued to refine the use of Feedback in the Annual 
Review Meeting Cycle.  Staff are becoming very good at identifying areas where they would like 
to improve their performance as a teacher, seeking out appropriate professional development, 
seeking an appropriate colleague to ‘shadow’ and observe so that they receive inhouse 
professional development and knowing when it is time to move onto another area where they 
would like to improve themselves as a teacher. 

The school already has a whole host of locally based school policies. The ones that concern 
parents and children are posted on the school website. The ones concerning teachers solely, are 
found in the Teachers Handbook issued to staff at the beginning of each new school year. Each 
of these policies were reviewed and revised in the light of any new CEM, VRQA or Government 
initiatives. 

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT PREPARED BY MRS KATHRYN QUINN (DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 2020) 
AND MR DANIEL RYAN (ACTING PRINCIPAL FIRST SEMESTER 2020) 
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EXPENDITURE AND TEACHER PARTICIPATION IN PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 

Description of Professional Learning (PL) undertaken in 2019 

• THRaSS 

• Seasons grief training 

• Berry Street Education Model 

• Out of Home care teacher training 

• Specialist cluster Professional Learning - e.g. Religious Education Leaders, Learning and 
Teaching, Learning Diversity, NCCD 

• Professional Practise days. 

Number of teachers who participated in PL in 2019 40 

Average Expenditure per teacher for PL in 2019 $7347.50 

 

TEACHING STAFF ATTENDANCE RATE 

Teaching Staff Attendance Rate 90.8% 

 

ALL STAFF RETENTION RATE 

Staff Retention Rate 92.1% 

 

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS 

Doctorate 0.0% 

Masters 34.8% 

Graduate 4.3% 

Graduate Certificate 8.7% 

Bachelor 95.7% 

Advanced Diploma 30.4% 

No Qualifications Listed 0.0% 
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STAFF COMPOSITION 

Principal Class (Headcount) 4 

Teaching Staff (Headcount) 
 

31 
 

Teaching Staff (FTE) 
 

24.3 
 

Non-Teaching Staff (Headcount) 
 

12 
 

Non-Teaching Staff (FTE) 
 

7.2 
 

Indigenous Teaching Staff (Headcount) 
 

0 
 

 

TEACHER SATISFACTION 

Staff responses to School Climate questions in this year’s School Improvement Surveys shows an 
overwhelming positive feeling, especially regarding relationships with and between students. Room for 
improvement can be seen in the results applied to the way staff members work with each other in their 
various teams although it should be noted that the collegiality that exists in the school is quite strong 
and above the average school comparison which gives a strong basis to begin building a team culture 
across the school. 
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School Community 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

To enhance the confidence and capacity of the whole community to engage in learning and 

promote the wellbeing and achievement of all. 

• That parents understanding of and engagement in the learning process is fostered. 

• That opportunities for parent and wider community involvement in the life of the school 

will be optimised. 

Achievements and Value Added 

In partnership with families, Parish and the global community, Our Lady Help of Christians School 
celebrates our shared story and the richness and diversity of all. With this in mind, we reflect on 
the many achievements of the year. 

Our year began with a Welcome Picnic, joined by many of our school community to celebrate the 
beginning of the school year. With sausages a plenty, two jumping castles and a beautiful 
summer’s evening, our families and staff met, chatted, and ate together, getting to know one 
another in an informal setting. 

The introduction of the Seesaw app continued into 2019. This digital way for our school to share 
student learning allowed families to view see their child’s work in real time and now takes place 
of a hard copy semester portfolio of work. Many of our parents and guardians are delighted with 
the opportunity to “like” their child’s work. 

Our Lady Help of Christians School acknowledges our parents and guardians as the primary 
educators of their child’s learning and as such play a vital role within our school community and 
our learning programs. Our parents and guardians are encouraged and supported to actively 
participate in our learning programs. Many gave up their time to be part of the Literacy Parent-
Helper program throughout the school, others took part in our Mother’s Day and Father’s Day 
breakfast and associated activities, whilst others joined us on excursions and incursions 
throughout the year. School Masses, Book Week, Italian Day, and Twilight Sports allowed further 
opportunities for parents and the wider community to be involved in school life at Our Lady Help 
of Christians School. Without our families’ active involvement, many things we do throughout 
our school would not be possible. 

A number of information sessions were held and well attended by our school community, 
demonstrating the importance and value parents/guardians and teachers place on making home-
school connections. The information sessions included: 
• Cyber Safety Night giving parents, under the guidance of experts the opportunity to discuss 

the various aspects of social media and managing screen time for families. 
• Sacramental Evenings: an opportunity for parents of students receiving the sacrament of 

either Reconciliation, First Eucharist or Confirmation to attend sessions run by Father 
Michael, Father Joel and Trish Murray to gain a deeper understanding of the historical 
significance leading up to the sacrament we celebrate today. 
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• Literacy Helper Course: Level Leaders trained parents to support student learning in the 
classrooms. 

Termly Parent-Principal forums also continued throughout 2019. These informal chats allowed 
families to meet with the leadership team in a relaxed manner over a coffee/tea and biscuit to 
discuss ideas and suggestions to enhance our school and student learning.   

Our Sister School relationship with SD Maria Bintang Laut in Bandung Indonesia has continued to 
provide our community with the opportunity to build relationships with a neighbouring Asian 
country.  Now in its ninth year, teachers and classes have developed a real rapport as they 
communicate between the two countries. March saw our sister school friends visit for one week, 
observing and taking classes across the whole school. 

At Our Lady Help of Christians we are grateful for all the ways our student learning is supported 
and optimised by parents, families and the wider community, and the way these people join 
together to build social relationships within the school. 

SCHOOL COMMUNITY PREPARED BY MRS KATHRYN QUINN (DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 2020) 
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PARENT SATISFACTION 

Parent perceptions of school climate, as reflected in this year’s School Improvement Surveys, are quite 

strong and reflect a positive feeling generally. Particularly strong is parent appreciation of the 

approachability of the school’s principal, the diversity of the school’s student population, the system for 

evaluating children’s performance, and the enjoyment and value that children place upon their learning. 

Opportunities for improvement are to be found in parental perceptions of staff generally although there 

is a strong feeling that staff respect the children at the school. 
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Future Directions 

And where to in 2020…… 

We welcome Mr Daniel Ryan as Acting Principal for the first half of the 2020 year. Mr Ryan joins 
us from St John’s Clifton Hill where he has been Principal for the last eight years. He will begin 
working with our school community on our four-year strategic plan developed from priorities 
coming out of our 2019 school review. 

A new substantive Principal will be sought to begin a new era for the school from second 
semester in 2020, who will continue to lead and guide OLHC to future successes. 

It is intended that the school will undertake a Master Plan of its facilities and buildings so that we 
have ongoing provision for families seeking a Catholic education in our area in 2021 and beyond. 
It is anticipated that we will start the 2020 school year with 350 children (Eleven years ago our 
numbers were 163). 

The School Improvement Plan Priorities and associated Key Improvement Strategies identified in 
our new four-year strategic plan from 2020-2023 are: 

SIP Priority 1 
To create a culture where staff and students are supported, empowered, and enabled to engage 
in the enactment of the Vision and Mission of the school. 

Key Improvement Strategy: 
Use the Performance and Development Framework to support actions. 

SIP Priority 2 
To ensure Learning and Teaching meets all students at their point of need, placing emphasis on 
relative growth. 

Key Improvement Strategy 
Enable teachers to differentiate teaching 

SIP Priority 3 
To strengthen the Catholic identity and culture of the whole school community. 

Key Improvement Strategy 
Enact the vision for the Religious Dimension of a Catholic School as identified in the Religious 
Dimension Foundation Statement of Horizons of Hope. 

Financial Performance 

The School’s financial performance information has been provided to the Australian Charities 
and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) and will be available for the community to access from 
their website at www.acnc.gov.au 

http://www.acnc.gov.au/

