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Dear Families, 

I extend a very warm welcome to everyone for the 
2020 school year. I am very happy to be among you 
to begin the year and am looking forward to my 
time here. Like me, there are other staff and 
students who have started the year here, having 
come from other schools or occupations, and we 
say a special welcome to all of those who have 
joined the school community this year. I intend to 
introduce our new staff members in next week’s 
newsletter so that everyone can get to know them 
a little better. 

The prayer that commences this newsletter was 
written by St John Bosco – the founder of the 
Salesians of Don Bosco, whose feast day is 
celebrated today – in honour of the patroness of 
our school and parish community. In looking at the 
prayer, the line asking for her unceasing help for all 

who are suffering struck me as particularly relevant 
now as many families in our state are still facing 
difficulties as a result of on-going fires. Many of 
this community may also have been impacted by 
these fires as you attempted to have a restful 
summer break or may have had friends and 
relatives affected. We hope and pray that all is well 
for all of you now, and at the same time keep 
others in our thoughts and prayers. Later in this 
newsletter, Mrs. Quinn has included some links to 
resources that may help you and your children if 
they have been impacted by this continuing crisis. 

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS 
I hope that everyone received an email from the 
school, prior to the children commencing, detailing 
the advice that was current at that time. The latest 
advice adds to that already sent out and includes: 
“All children who have travelled to Hubei Province of 
China, are advised to stay at home and avoid public 
settings, including attendance at schools and early 
learning centres, until 14 days after last being in Hubei 
province, China. This applies to any and all students 
even if they do not show any symptoms of the virus.” 
A letter with more information has been sent home 
with this newsletter today. 

SUNSMART 
As we commence the year, please remember that 
we are a Sunsmart school and that all children are 
required to have a school sunhat to wear outside. 
Children without a hat will be required to sit in a 
shaded area of the school and will not be able to 
join in games with their peers. Please send 
sunscreen to school with your child and ensure 
that they know how to apply this as teachers are 
not supposed to do this for the children. The 
children also need plenty of water at this time of 
the year, so please make sure they bring a drink 
bottle of water that can be refilled throughout the 
day. 

Prayer to Mary, Help of Christians 
(By St John Bosco) 

Most Holy Virgin Mary, Help of Christians, 

how sweet it is to come to your feet 

imploring your perpetual help…. Grant then 

to me, I implore you, your perpetual help in 

all my necessities, in every sorrow, and 

especially in all my temptations. 

I ask for your unceasing help for all who are 

now suffering. 

Help the weak, cure the sick, convert 

sinners. 

Grant through your intercessions many 

vocations to the religious life. 

Obtain for us, O Mary, Help of Christians, 

that having invoked you on earth we may 

love and eternally thank you in heaven. 

Amen. 

http://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/
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ABSENCES 
It is a legal requirement for schools to record 
attendance of children and to follow up absences 
on the day that children are away. To assist us in 
this process, and to avoid us having to call you 
unnecessarily, please ensure that you email your 
class teacher and Cathy Windsor first thing in the 
morning or use the very handy “Report an 
Absence” widget on the front page of our website. 
 

BUSHFIRE 
Please find below resources that may be of interest 
for families affected by the ongoing fires across our 
country. There are a range of immediate, short-
term and long-term resources as we just don't 
know how each student and family has 
experienced the fires over the holidays, either 
personally, through close family and friends, or just 
the media. Everyone's response will be different. 

• BeYou Website here 

• Student Wellbeing Hub Website parents link here 

• Bushfires and Mental Health link here 

Regards, Kathryn Quinn 
(Student Wellbeing Leader) 
 

ART AT OUR LADY’S 
One of the wonderful things I have noticed at Our 
Lady’s is the fantastic student artwork that features 
around the school thanks to the creativity of our 
children under the guidance of our Visual Arts 
teacher, Amber Boag. 

The work of students at the end of the 2019 school 
year was commented on and featured on Catholic 
Education Melbourne website’s News and Events 
page with an article titled “Shining a Spotlight on 
Art”. Click here to read the article. 
 

UPDAT-ED APP 

 

For those families who are new to the school, and 
for those who may not be aware, the school has an 
app linked to our website account that enables us 
to push out short announcements that may be of 
interest or importance to our school community. 

We encourage you to sign up to this so that you 
don’t miss out on information and events 
throughout the year. 

We are aware that some parents have reported 
problems with accessing this app recently and we 
are working on finding a solution to the issues that 
have been raised in these instances as this is a 
valuable tool for our school community. 

Look for the symbol above in your device’s App 
Store, choose Our Lady Help of Christians School, 
and follow the rest of the set-up instructions to 
sign up – signing up is cost free. 

MEET THE TEACHER MEETINGS 
Meet the Teacher Meetings will be held at school 
on Wednesday 12th February. This year we are 
trialling on online sign-up format that will go live 
next Tuesday morning. Please see the attachment 
to this newsletter for more details. 
 

DEEPEST SYMPATHIES AND CONDOLENCES 
Finally, and on a sad note, as a school community 
we extend our deepest sympathies, thoughts and 
condolences to the Trampevski family on the tragic 
passing late last year of Elizabeth, mother of Ivana. 
We pray that our Lord will send comfort, strength 
and healing to all family members and friends 
affected. Eternal rest grant to her, O Lord; and may 
light perpetual shine upon her. 

 
Until next week, respectfully, Daniel        

 

UPCOMING DATES 
Tuesday 04/02/2020 Online Interviews opens 
Monday 10/02/2020 Student Leadership Speeches 
Monday 10/02/2020 Parents Association Meeting 7pm 
Wednesday 12/02/2020 Meet the Teacher Meetings 
Tuesday 18/02/2020 Welcome Picnic 
Thursday 20/02/2020 Confirmation Family Workshop 
Wednesday 26/02/2020 Ash Wednesday 
Tuesday 02/03/2020 Parents Association Meeting 7pm 
Monday 09/03/2020 Labour Day Public Holiday 
Wednesday 11/03/2020 Bishop Curtin visiting Grade 6 
Thursday 12/03/2020 Life Education Van 
Friday 13/03/2020 Life Education Van 
Sunday 22/03/2020 Sacrament of Confirmation 

http://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/
https://beyou.edu.au/bushfires-response?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=BY_2020_BF&utm_term=link_resource_pack
https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/parents/resources/?audience%5b%5d=Parents&keywords%5b%5d=bushfire&utm_source=Email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%20impact%20of%20bushfires%202020
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/bushfires-and-mental-health/
https://www.cem.edu.au/News-Events/2020/January/Shining-a-spotlight-on-art.aspx
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Dear Parents,  
 
Meet the Teacher interviews will be held on Wednesday 12th February. This year we are trialing on online booking 
system where families can log on and choose their own interview times. 
 
Interviews are strictly 10 minutes and spaces are limited. 
 
The interview booking portal will open on Tuesday 4th February at 8:30 am. 

Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and enter the code dt4kv 
 
   

Enter your details 
 
 
 
Select the teachers you wish to see 
 
 
Select the appointment times that suit your family best 
 
 
When you click FINISH your selected bookings will be emailed to you immediately. If you do not receive 
your email, please check your junk-mail, or enter the event code again and check your email address 
spelling.  
Update your details if email address is incorrect.  
DO NOT DELETE the email you receive. Keep it somewhere safe. You may need to refer back to it at a 
later date. 

 
REMEMBER TO ADD YOUR APPOINTMENTS TO YOUR CALENDAR - reminders will not be sent home. 
 
Bookings must be finalised by Friday 7th February. If you have not selected your own time by this date a time will be 
allocated to you. 
 
If you need to view, cancel, change or print your bookings: 
 

● Click on the link in the confirmation email you received after you made your bookings 
 

● OR return to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and enter the code and the email address you used when making 
your bookings 

 

http://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
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