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Newsletter 2, Term 2, 2020 
Thursday 30th April 

Dear Families, 

It is difficult to believe that we are now at the end of 
April. I know that, for some of us, being out of our 
normal routines means that we lose track of the 
days, but we can certainly see and feel the weather 
and the seasons changing in the last few days. I hope 
that all in our community are keeping well physically 
and emotional during this time of isolation and 
social distancing. 

Yesterday I popped into a Zoom catch up with some 
of the Grade 2 children and it was great to see them 
and chat for a few minutes. As a staff, we are all 
looking forward to the time when we can gather 
again at school with our children, the life blood of 
the school, in our classrooms and playgrounds one 
again. In the meanwhile, teachers have begun to 
experiment with posting video messages, so that 

children hear and see their teacher, and some have 
gone a step further and will be exploring face-to-
face virtual catchups with their classes. 

Each of our staff members are also on their own 
learning journey with new ideas and new ways of 
doing things, and each is at a different point. All of 
the staff, however, are working as hard as they can 
to ensure that lessons are provided, feedback is 
given, and contact is made; I thank them for this and 
applaud their commitment to giving their best for 
our children. I also acknowledge our community for 
the patience and ongoing support you too bring to 
learning across the school at present. 

This coming Sunday during Easter is known as Good 
Shepherd Sunday as this is the image presented in 
the Gospel Reading at this time. The reading from 
John – partly reproduced at the beginning of this 
newsletter – presents not only a protective and 
nurturing image of Christ, and by extension of God, 
but an image of a God who desires that we all 
embrace life to the full and live joyfully. My 
favourite passage in the Bible is actually the last part 
of this text, John 10:10, “I came that they may have 
life and have it abundantly.” This is a wonderfully 
positive message that we can all take on, especially 
at this time, and one that I have certainly seen in 
evidence at OLHC during my time here. 

LITTLE BOOKROOM DELIVERY 
Michael from the 'Little Bookroom' in Carlton North 
is a great help to our school. I would like to support 
this local business in return. The Little Bookroom 
offer free local delivery and so some parents might 
find this very helpful if they are trying to stay at 
home as much as possible. Please see their 
advertisement towards the end of this newsletter. 
Linda Oxley (Teacher Librarian). 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

“I am the gate of the sheepfold” 
John 10:1-10 

… So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I 
am the door of the sheep. All who came before me are 
thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not heed them. I 

am the door; if anyone enters by me, he will be saved, and 
will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life 

and have it abundantly.” 

“Pandemic Prayer” 
God of hope, in this Easter time, 

you are with us all in our uncertainty and anxiety. 
Give us the strength and patience to respond 

courageously 
to the various challenges that face 

us in our families and society. 
Help us to keep longing for and achieving 

healing for the world. 
May this healing be full of justice, 

peace and reconciliation for all people. 
Give wisdom and generosity to our leaders as they 

journey 
with us through this struggle for safety, health and 

well-being. Amen 

http://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Web www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au        School: 8388 5900       Out of School Care: 0430 112 743        Presbytery: 9380 1023 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of the land upon which our school stands 

BE WATCHFUL OF ONLINE LINKS 
Just a reminder that teachers are monitoring the 
web links that they include for online learning but 
they cannot necessarily guarantee that children will 
not be able to navigate away from the site set and 
come across material that may not be appropriate. 
This did happen this week and, thanks to the 
student following correct protocol and quick 
communication between an alert parent and the 
teacher concerned, a fix was able to be put in place 
swiftly. I would ask that parents please reinforce the 
expectation with children that, if they do 
inadvertently come across material that is 
inappropriate, they follow school policy and alert an 
adult straight away. 

ART AT OUR LADY’S 
As we are not at school, we currently have on online 
gallery set up by our Visual Arts teacher, Amber 
Boag. Later in this newsletter there is an ART Check 
Out that highlights some of this work and this is the 
link to view the work in more detail. Congratulations 
to our talented artists! 

TERM 2 OVERVIEWS 
Term 2 Overviews have now been uploaded to the 
school’s website. Please have a look at these as they 
give a summary of the direction teachers intend to 
take their classes this term. They can be found under 
the tab Term Overview on the right hand side of the 
landing page or by clicking here. 

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS 
Happy Birthday to the following students who 
celebrated their birthday earlier in the month of 
April: Brando C, Mikayla C, Joshua Mc, Howie Mc, 
Sienna S, Sam F, Alexandra S, Victor V, Ziata B, 
William Y, Violet S, Billie H, Christian and Joshua S, 
Wayne B, Juliette P, Sylvia B, Alysha W, Sarah C, 
Isabella P, Alicia D, Allegra F, Mackenzie H, Jasmine 
D, Matteo B, Nina L, Oscar S, Gabriel M, Matthew M, 
Theo W, Lisa L, and Massimo P. 

Happy Birthday for this week to Thomas H, Belle O, 
Henry T and Adele P. 

CECV LEARNING TIME GUIDELINES 
In setting learning activities for children to 
complete, teachers have considered the following 
recommendations from the Catholic Education 
Commission of Victoria (CECV): 

For students in Foundation to Year 2 schools should 
provide minimum learning programs that include 
the following: 

• literacy activities that take a total of about 45–
60 minutes  

• numeracy activities of around 30–45 minutes  

• additional learning areas, play-based learning 
and physical activity of about 30–45 minutes 

For students in Years 3 to 6 schools should provide 
minimum learning programs allocated as follows: 

• literacy: 45–60 minutes  

• numeracy: 30–45 minutes  

• physical activities: 30 minutes  

• additional curriculum areas: 90 minutes. 

REMOTE LEARNING POINTS 
Teachers have been commenting to me that there is 
some very high standard work coming through from 
home. I would urge parents to please not feel like 
you need to be correcting your child's work and 
submitting perfect pieces. Teachers need to be able 
to see areas of learning to work on and will be 
attempting to assess and report as per normal 
practice even in these abnormal times. 

Please also keep in mind that some staff have 
volunteered to be onsite to supervise the few 
students who must come to school. If this is the case 
for your child's teacher, communication some days 
may not be as prompt as usual so please be patient 
and know that the teacher will be back in touch 
shortly. 

Weekly learning activities are being uploaded at 
5pm each Sunday for the coming week ready to start 
on Monday morning. 

The F-2 Seesaw for Schools Upgrade seems to be 
going well. I am receiving reports from Seesaw that 
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indicate that engagement with learning through this 
new system has addressed the limitations that 
existed at the start of term in interaction between 
the children and all of their teachers, not just the 
class teacher. 

As per our regular policy, the first point of call for 
any question, concern or suggestion should be your 
child’s classroom teacher. Teachers are doing a 
great job of responding to parents presently, as well 
as monitoring learning and interacting with the 
children. 

If there are resources that you have arranged 
through the classroom teacher, these will be 
available to be picked up from school. While we 
have posted out resources in the last few weeks we 
have found the cost to be prohibitive and have also 
found that, with the post slowed down at the 
moment, children were not receiving resources in a 
timely manner. 

ONSITE ATTENDANCE 
As we are aware, most learning is happening at 
home, but some children must attend onsite for 
reasons outlined in previous correspondence. If 
your children are among this small number, please 
remember to fill in the attendance form for next 
week. Please also remember that onsite supervision 
is a week by week arrangement not ongoing and, as 
such, we need this information weekly. To save on 
the emails that are currently landing in people’s 
inboxes we will not be emailing out further alerts 
that learning activities have been uploaded or that 
the attendance form is live. These will be ongoing 
procedures in place while we are working remotely. 

ECSI SURVEY BUNNINGS WINNERS 
Thank you to all families who completed the 
Enhancing Catholic School Identity surveys recently. 
These surveys can be complex to complete so we 
appreciate your commitment in getting them done. 
Earlier this week we put the names of those who 
completed the surveys into a hat and drew two out. 
Congratulations to Luisa Laino and Luke Naughton 
who each receive a Bunnings gift voucher as their 
prize. 

CHILDHOOD ANXIETY TREATMENT STUDY 
Griffith University are currently conducting a 
nationwide study that some families may be 
interested in, particularly if your child displays 
extreme fear of certain situations or objects, worries 
excessively, is often distressed or tries to avoid 
things out of fear. See the flyer later in this 
newsletter for more details. 

MORELAND COUNCIL 
Moreland City Council - Moreland Awards 2020 - 
Now Open to Celebrate Outstanding Community 
Service - Nominate now! 

Moreland City Council is putting the call out to the 
local community to help acknowledge and celebrate 
those who have enhanced our community and 
inspired their peers through outstanding service and 
commitment over the past 12 months. 

Nominations are now open for the 2020 Moreland 
Awards, with 10 categories recognising services to 
arts and culture, sport, youth contribution, 
environmental sustainability achievements, 
reconciliation activities, community events, 
volunteerism, and more. 

Nominations are now open via this link and 
nominations close on 31 July 2020 with the awards 
ceremony to be held at this stage in early 
September. Alternatively, complete the attached 
form and email to civicevents@moreland.vic.gov.au 
or post your application to 
Moreland City Council, 
Civic Events, 
Locked Bag 10, 
MORELAND VIC 3058 

Start nominating now! 

Kind Regards, 
Lisa Croft 
Civic Events Officer 
T +61 3 9240 1111   
www.moreland.vic.gov.au  
 

 

Until next week, respectfully, Daniel       
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COMMUNITY NOTICES SECTION 
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