
Newsletter 2, Term 3, 2020 
Friday 31st July 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope everyone has successfully made it through 
another week of lockdown and remote learning. I 
have heard many of you have been activating your 
sewing skills in order to protect each other and 
serve the common good. Many thanks to the 
parents/carers who have been adhering to 
guidelines upon entering the school.  
 
We congratulate our children as they have 
demonstrated a continuous commitment in 
engaging with prepared learning tasks. Teachers 
have embraced new practices in order to ensure 
opportunities for a greater connection with children 
has occurred. Feedback has indicated these 
practices are further enriching the online learning 
environment.  Furthermore, it has been a pleasure 
meeting children via Google Meets and I look 
forward to continuing this practice over the next few 
weeks to ensure I have connected with each class. 
 
As we continue to remain in lockdown it is 
important to remind ourselves of the positives, to 
remain connected with those we love and to 
respond to others in need. This week’s gospel, a 
parable of the Kingdom of God, reminds us that the 
Kingdom of God is like a treasure, the pearl is the 
unique human life in us all. Each and everyone of 
us is a gift, a gift that needs to be acknowledged, a 
gift that needs to be valued. Please take the time to 
acknowledge your own gifts and the gifts of those 
who surround you. 
 
 
 

 

The Scriptures A Reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to Matthew 13:44-46  
Jesus said to his disciples: "The kingdom of 
heaven is like what happens when someone 
finds treasure hidden in a field and buries it 
again. A person like that is happy and goes and 
sells everything in order to buy that field. The 
kingdom of heaven is like what happens when a 
shop owner is looking for fine pearls. After finding 
a very valuable one, the owner goes and sells 
everything in order to buy that pearl."  
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 
REMOTE LEARNING REMINDERS 

Focus group sessions have commenced and have 
proven to be successful allowing for greater 
engagement and purposeful teaching. Thank you 
for supporting younger children in accessing the 
technology to participate in these. Please allow 
your child to participate in these sessions 
independently as this will give teachers a greater 
sense of how your child is responding to concepts 
taught. 
 
Teachers will provide feedback on specific tasks 
each week. Student feedback will also occur during 
focus group teaching sessions.  
 
Next week teachers will be collecting student 
feedback and families will be asked to complete a 
survey in order to establish how new initiatives 
have been received and to establish areas for 
refinement.  
 
Years 3-6 children are to return completed work 
samples by pressing ‘turn in’ for each assignment 
located within the Google Classroom under the 
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class work tab. Please email Mr Joss if you require 
further assistance. 
jcoaley@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au 
 
As we continue to partner in this journey please be 
mindful instructional clips are not to be uploaded to 
social media. These clips are for our community 
use only. 
 
If your child is experiencing difficulties accessing 
content, you have a question, concern or 
suggestion please speak directly to your child’s 
teacher. All teachers are doing a fabulous job 
responding to parents and monitoring the learning 
and wellbeing needs of children. Once again all 
communication is to remain respectful at all times, 
remember we have a common purpose and that is 
to keep the children’s needs at the centre of all we 
do. 
 
PARISH NEWS  
 
Please see the latest edition of the Parish Voice 
available at this link . This edition introduces Fr 
Greg Bourke and Fr Linh Pham. Fr Linh Pham will 
be working directly with our school. This edition 
also contains a farewell message from Monsignor 
Greg Bennet and offers reflections on the lives of 
parishioners during lockdown. 
 
A Message from Fr Greg 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
NEW LINK FOR MASSES 
 
The 10am Sunday Mass will be a virtual Mass and 
you can attend from your home using ZOOM by 
clicking on the link below: 
https://zoom.us/j/99355766687 

 

Please note the following to assist you 
• Just click on the link, there is no need to 
download anything 

• MUTE will already be switched OFF once 
you access the link (no need to click mute off on 
your device e.g.: computer/laptop/iPhone etc.) 
• The link will be open 15 mins prior to the 
start of Mass so you can get on early to ensure you 
are ready. 
 
Thank you 
 
Fr Greg 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 
Feast of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 

Tomorrow week, 8th August, on the church’s 
calendar is the Feast Day of our first Australia born 
saint, Mary Helen MacKillop.  Whilst we would 
usually celebrate with our school community by 
attending a whole school Mass; sadly this year due 
to COVID19 restrictions, this will not be possible. 
Communities around Australia and New Zealand 
will be marking this occasion in various ways 
remotely. 

Her Story in a Nutshell 

Mary MacKillop was the eldest of eight children to 
Scottish immigrants, Alexander MacKillop and Flora 
MacDonald.  On 15th January 1842, she was born 
at home in Brunswick Street, Fitzroy opposite 
where Australian Catholic University stands today. 
The house is long since gone, but there is a plaque 
on the footpath marking the birthplace of Mary 
MacKillop.  This can be visited by a short trip down 
Nicholson Street on the #96 tram.  Mary was 
homeschooled by her father Alexander.  Not only 
did he embed in her a love of academic learning, 
but he also nurtured in Mary a strong faith in God 
and deep devotion to the saints, particularly St 
Joseph.  Growing up in such a large household, 
Mary was pivotal in providing care and nurturing 
her younger siblings.  
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Establishing the Sisters of St Joseph 

As a young woman Mary worked as a governess in 
South Australia.  It was at this time she met a 
British priest, Fr Julian Tenison Woods who was 
responsible for Catholic education in the 
Archdiocese of Adelaide.  Fr Woods was 
particularly concerned about children in rural and 
remote areas, those who were poor, marginalised 
and indigenous children; many of whom did not 
have access to an academic education nor the 
opportunity to nurture their faith.  Together with Fr 
Woods’ vision and Mary MacKillop’s practical skills 
and “can do” attitude, they formed a new religious 
institute; the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred 
Heart.  A new order of religious sisters who meet 
the unique needs of rural and remote Australia. 
The first MacKillop School was opened in 1866 in a 
converted stable in Penola, South Australia.  With 
support from her siblings and other women who 
soon joined the order, requests from Bishops 
around Australian and New Zealand were received; 
inviting Mary to establish new schools in their 
diocese to meet the needs of the most vulnerable in 
the community.  The Sisters of St Joseph grew 
from strength to strength and their work extended 
to include not only schools, but also orphanages, 
soup kitchens and safe houses for women at risk.  

Why is Mary MacKillop significant for all 
Australians? 

Mary MacKillop was a visionary, a woman ahead of 
her time.  She successfully combined her deep 
faith, compassion, gentleness along with courage, 
determination and an unsurpassed resilience to 
achieve what she did.  It was not always an easy 
road for Mary.  She encountered much criticism 
and opposition from the clergy and bishops as she 
challenged their authority and did things differently 
in an Australian context.  Despite many obstacles 
along the way, including setbacks to her own 
health; Mary demonstrated an unshakable faith in 
God and persistence to support and assist those 
most vulnerable in the community.  At around age 
60 whilst working in Rotorua NZ, Mary suffered a 

stroke.  Despite this difficulty she continued to 
support and encourage her growing order of sisters 
to minister to those most in need as well as 
establishing new services in response to the needs 
of Catholic communities around Australia and New 
Zealand.  Mary passed away at the Josephite 
Convent in North Sydney, on 8th August 1909.  This 
is why each year we celebrate her Feast Day on 8th 
August.  

The Road to Sainthood 

This was a long journey with many obstacles along 
the way.  The call for canonisation commenced not 
long after her passing.  However there was much 
opposition from some arms of the Catholic 
community and hierarchy included unfounded 
claims of alcoholism.  Despite these setbacks and 
difficulties, in Sydney in January 1995 Pope John 
Paul II declared Mary to be “Blessed.”  This is the 
first step to becoming a saint.  After a second 
miracle was attributed to Mary (curing a woman of 
cancer), she was finally canonised by Pope 
Benedict XVI in Rome on 17th October 2010.  Mary 
MacKillop is now recognised not only as a saint for 
Australia but a saint for the entire world by the 
universal church.  This October will mark the 10 
year anniversary of her canonisation. 

Celebrating Remotely at OLHC 2020 - Mary 
MacKillop Video 

All students, Foundation to Year 6, are invited to 
create a piece of artwork (A4 or A3 landscape) 
depicting an image of St Mary MacKillop.  Take a 
photo of the completed artwork and email to the 
address below.  Children’s artwork will be featured 
in a video with a hymn about Mary MacKillop; 
similar to the video that was produced to celebrate 
OLHC Feast Day back in May during remote 
learning.  Once completed, the video will be shared 
with the school community late next week to 
celebrate the Feast Day on Saturday 8th August. 
You may wish to refer to the websites below for 
some images of St Mary MacKillop.  
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Please email a photo of completed Mary 
MacKillop art to 
<mackillop@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au  > 

Closing date is 4:00 p.m. Wednesday 5th 
August 2020.  It will not be possible to include 
any late submissions.  

Further Information about St Mary MacKillop 

If you would like to learn more about St Mary of the 
Cross please see the following resources: 

https://www.sosj.org.au/ Official Homepage of the 
Sisters of St Joseph. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8HN2qb4a_Y 
Gary Pinto song used at whole school Masses in 
past years.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=
4958 Biography Mary MacKillop. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/mackillop-mary-hel
en-4112 Biography Mary MacKillop. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Qp8wfCY-6g 
Australia’s First Saint (Canonisation 2010 news 
report from Rome and around Australia). 

http://compassreview.org/summer10/5.pdf A 
Pilgrim’s Experience in Rome.  

Wishing your peace and all things good.  Happy 
MacKillop Feast Day!  

JACK RENDLE 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION LEADER 
 
SCHOOL FEES 
 
A reminder that the final instalment for 2020 school 
fees, $785.00 per family, is due on Aug 24th, if you 
are having difficulty meeting these requirements 
please contact the office to arrange a payment 
plan.  
 

FOUNDATION 2021 ENROLMENTS 
 
A reminder to all our current families who may have          
a younger child due to start school next year to          
submit an Application for Enrolment to the School        
Office. First Letters of Offer for Foundation 2021        
have already gone out but, at this point, there are          
still vacancies. Interest in tours and enrolment has        
been strong over the last couple of weeks so         
please ensure your application is put in soon to         
avoid missing out. Tours have been postponed       
due to current COVID-19 restrictions. To register       
enrolment interest please email your application to       
our registrar, Cathy Windsor, at: 
cwindsor@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au 

Also, if you know of any new families in our parish           
who may want to enrol please spread the word. 

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS 

 

The following students celebrated their birthdays      
this week. Sending you our best wishes: Charlie        
2H, Oliver & Ansh 5A, Yom & Kobe FD and Malek           
1A. 

UPCOMING DATES 
TERM 3 
Saturday 8/8/2020 St Mary of the Cross       
MacKillop Feast Day 

Saturday 15/8/2020 Feast of the Assumption 

Monday 17/8/2020 PA Meeting 7.00pm 

Monday 31/8/2020 Book Week 

Monday 14/9/2020 PA Meeting 7.00pm 

                                        ⬥  

Please enjoy a well deserved break over the        
weekend. 

Kind regards, 

Maree 
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