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Newsletter 4, Term 1, 2020 
Thursday 20th February 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families, 

Week 4 has certainly been a test for many people 
weatherwise and I noticed a few winter woollies 
when we gathered before school this morning. 
When the sun came out on Tuesday afternoon, I 
wondered whether we had made the correct 
decision to postpone our picnic, but it didn’t take 
too long before the day caved in again. Hopefully 
we will all be able to gather this coming Tuesday to 
commence the social side of our community life. 

The readings at Mass this weekend contain the 
heart of Jesus message to his disciples and 
followers and, by extension, to us – “Love your 
neighbour as yourself.” This sounds simple in 
theory but is often harder in practice, especially 
these days with a 24-hour news cycle and the 
“Twitterverse”. As adults we find it hard to 
completely do this with some people in our lives, 

but we owe it to our children to provide the best 
examples we possibly can so they have the skills 
and strength to face their own challenges as they 
grow and develop into the adults of tomorrow. 

In mentioning the news cycle, the news about St 
Kevin’s College will not have escaped the notice of 
many families. These stories are painful and deeply 
scarring for the people directly involved but are 
also painful and cause harm for all of us in the 
Catholic Church, and particularly those who are 
involved with Catholic education. You, as parents, 
have entrusted your children’s welfare to our 
school and we are very aware of the responsibility 
this places on us to keep the children safe. 

As a school we are required to report allegations 
such as those aired in relation to St Kevin’s on to 
the Commission for Children and Young People, 
carry out a detailed process to investigate and then 
report the findings and subsequent actions in 
response. We are also accountable to the Victorian 
Registration and Qualifications Authority to ensure 
that we are compliant with child safety legislation 
and requirements. 

At our initial staff meeting prior to the children 
returning for the year, the staff reviewed and 
reminded ourselves of ‘dos and don’ts’ and best 
practice in the area of child safety. At this time, I 
recommit Our Lady Help of Christians School to 
working in partnership with parents and guardians 
to maintain and ensure child safety for all of our 
children. Our full Statement of Commitment can be 
found here. 

SCHOOL CROSSING AND TRAFFIC SAFETY 
A reminder to all members of our school 
community to use the school crossings in Miller 
Street and Nicholson Street and to obey 
instructions of the Crossing Supervisors. We have 
had reports of parents and children crossing the 

“Love Your Enemies” 
Matthew 5:38-48 

… “You have heard that it was said, ‘You 

shall love your neighbour and hate your 

enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies 

and pray for those who persecute you, so 

that you may be children of your Father in 

heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil 

and on the good, and sends rain on the 

righteous and on the unrighteous….” 

Lord, you said that we should be holy 

and love our neighbours as ourselves. 

Give us the grace of your life. Make us 

holy as your heavenly Father is holy. 

No half-measures in our loving. No play-

acting. 

Our neighbours as ourselves. Amen 

http://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/31.pdf


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Web www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au        School: 8388 5900       Out of School Care: 0430 112 743        Presbytery: 9380 1023 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of the land upon which our school stands 

roads at points other that the crossings and this 
puts people unnecessarily at risk. I realise that 
parking is a nightmare, particularly at pick up time, 
but I ask parents not to park in the no standing 
areas either side of the Miller Street crossing to 
ensure proper visibility. Being new to the 
community I am not sure of the practicalities in 
parking in surrounding streets and walking a short 
distance to and from the school but I encourage 
parents to consider this from both a practical and 
fitness perspective, adding to the 10, 000 steps we 
are advised to take each day. 

NICHOLSON STREET GATE 
Families using Nicholson Street will have noticed 
that our long-term handyman, Peter Parussolo, has 
organised for trees and shrubbery to be cleared 
from gates near the church. There is some more 
work to be done in this area in respect to making it 
safe from an OHS perspective but, when 
completed, we plan to open these gates up to 
recreate an entrance to the school from the 
Nicholson Street side. We will need to organise a 
working bee later this term to complete this 
project. 

SUPERVISION BEFORE SCHOOL 
A staff member is rostered on for before school 
duty from 8:40 a.m. each day. It is the expectation 
that children will not be in the yard before this 
time unless accompanied by an adult carer. 
Children who arrive at school before 8:40, when 
supervision commences, should make their way to 
Extend Before Care in the hall (fees do apply). 

MAKING A POSITIVE START 
Change is never easy, whether for children or 
adults. Presently, our school is in a state of change 
and related uncertainty as we await the 
appointment of a new principal. At the same time, 
our children have commenced in new classes and 
are in the process of building relationships with 
new teachers and other students they may not 
have been with before; this is especially so for our 
younger students but can also impact some of the 
older ones too. 

As parents and carers, you can assist with the 
process of fitting into a new setting, and help your 
children deal with any related anxiety, by firstly 
acknowledging the feeling and then by pointing out 
that focussing on the positives of the new situation 
and the opportunities that may arise, is one way to 
deal powerfully with these. At the beginning of the 
day establish some things to look forward to and, 
at the end of the day, focus on things that went 
well and that children can be grateful for. 

TERM OVERVIEWS 
New overviews for this term have been uploaded 
to the website listing the topics and key learnings 
in each area, including specialist classes. Please 
click here to go to the overview page. 

ADVANCE NOTICE CASUAL DAY 
The last day of term, Friday 27th March, will be a 
casual day with a gold coin donation to go towards 
the Sister School Breakfast Club. 

PAPER COPIES OF NEWSLETTERS 
It has been the practice to send paper newsletters 
out to families as well as upload to the website. 
While we will continue to upload to the website, 
we are proposing to phase out the paper copy 
unless it is specifically requested. Some families 
have already requested an email copy which has 
gone out weekly and our proposal is that all 
families will receive this email each week via a new 
group email which we will set up internally. This 
will not only save a great deal of paper but be a 
time saving initiative for our hard-working office 
staff also. Please feel free to let me know your 
thoughts on this by emailing me at 
principal@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au. 

CELEBRATING STUDENT ART 
Year Two students looked at warm colours and 
geometric shapes. See the Art Check Out later in 
the newsletter for an example of the work 
completed. 

CSEF (CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND) 
Parents who have a current Centrelink Healthcare 
card may be eligible for a fee discount of $125 per 

http://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/page/88/Term-Overviews
mailto:principal@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au
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primary school student. Please refer the following 
link or contact our School Office. 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/abo
ut/programs/health/csefflyer.pdf 
 

EXTEND OSHC AT OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
Weekly Recap 
This week we had a great time 
involved in a range of different 
activities! We created bottle 
top boats as well as making 
delicious popcorn bars! Our Tennis Enrichment 
Program has been running well with children 
learning the basics of serving and forehands. We 
look forward to developing our tennis skills further 
every Wednesday throughout the term! 

Next week we will be having a Carnival Theme 
Week as well as making delicious pancakes for 
Shrove Tuesday! We are looking forward to 
another week of fun! 

For enrolment and bookings visit 
www.lookedafter.com  

Stephanie (Service Coordinator) 
 

Our Extend Superstar is… John G for leading with a 
positive example and bringing lots of joy into After 
School Care! 
 

What’s On Next Week? 
Monday 24 February - Carnival Masks 
Tuesday 25 February- Shrove Tuesday Pancakes 
Wednesday 26 February - Enrichment: Tennis 
Thursday 27 February - DIY Carnival Games 
Friday 28 February - Rainbow Fizzies 

PARENTS ASSOCIATION NEWS 
2020 Parent Representatives 
Each year the Parent Association calls for 
volunteers to be Parent Representatives. The role 
of Parent Representative is to act as a ‘liaison’ for 
their individual classes and to attend Parent 
Association meetings (if possible) so that important 
Parent Association and School updates can be 
shared with the other class parents.  The roles also 
help promote connectedness between the 

classroom families which has long lasting benefits 
for the school community. 

There are still a number of classes requiring Parent 
Representatives. We are seeking one parent from 
each class to be their ‘Parent Rep’ for 2020. The 
following classes still require a Parent Rep: 

FD, 2H, 4J, 4S, 5A, 5T, 6L 

If you would like to be involved, please email the 
Parent Association at olhcpa@gmail.com with your 
name, contact details and child’s class. 

Parents Association Calendar for 2020 
The calendar for this year, as it currently stands, is 
attached to this newsletter. 

 

Until next week, respectfully, Daniel        

 
 

UPCOMING DATES 

TERM 1 

Wednesday 26/02/2020 Ash Wednesday (Mass 9:15) 
Monday 02/03/2020 Parents Association Meeting 7pm 
Wednesday 04/03/2020 Class Mass Year 4s 
Monday 09/03/2020 Labour Day Public Holiday 
Wednesday 11/03/2020 Bishop Curtin visiting Grade 6 
Wednesday 11/03/2020 Class Mass Year 3s 
Thursday 12/03/2020 Life Education Van 
Friday 13/03/2020 Life Education Van 
Tuesday 17/03/2020 St Patrick’s Day 
Wednesday 18/03/2020 Class Mass Year 2s 
Friday 20/03/2020 School Head Lice Checks 
Sunday 22/03/2020 Sacrament of Confirmation 
Wednesday 25/03/2020 Class Mass Year 1s 
Friday 27/03/2020 End of Term 1pm (Casual Clothes) 
 

Sunday 05/04/2020 Palm Sunday 
Thursday 09/04/2020 Holy Thursday 
Friday 10/04/2020 Good Friday 
Sunday 12/04/2020 Easter Sunday 
Monday 13/04/2020 Easter Monday Public Holiday 
 
TERM 2 
Tuesday 14/04/2020 School Closure Day 
Wednesday 15/04/2020 Term 2 Begins 
Monday 20/04/2020 Parents Association Meeting 7pm 
Wednesday 22/04/2020 Class Mass Foundations 
Wednesday 22/04/2020 John Burland Concert 
Saturday 25/04/2020 ANZAC Day 

http://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/csefflyer.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/csefflyer.pdf
http://www.lookedafter.com/
mailto:olhcpa@gmail.com
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2020 BACK TO SCHOOL  

FAMILY PICNIC 
Tuesday, 25th February 

5.00 pm – 7.00 pm 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

This year’s Back to School Family Picnic will be held on Tuesday, 25th February.  It is a great opportunity for 
families to spend time together and get to know each other.  There will be a jumping castle for the kids and 
the Parent Association will run a sausage sizzle and sell drinks/snacks at the Tuckshop. 

We do need a number of volunteers to help with the setup, running and clean up for sausage sizzle and 
tuckshop.  With sufficient numbers, no one should be required for more than 1 hour.  This will enable ALL 
parents a chance to socialise.   

If you are able to assist, please complete the form below and return via your child’s class folder, the office or 
email olhcpa@gmail.com by Friday, 21st February. 
 
             ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact #:  __________________________________________________________________________   

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Eldest Child’s Name/Class: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE  (please 
 tick) 

 TUCKSHOP (please 
tick) 

Set-up Sausage Sizzle 4:00 pm – 5.00 pm   Set-up Tuckshop  4.30 pm – 5.00 pm  

Sausage Sizzle 
Cooking 

5.00 pm – 6.00 pm   Tuckshop Serving 5.00 pm – 6.00 pm  

Sausage Sizzle 
Cooking 

6.00 pm – 7.00 pm   Tuckshop Serving 6.00 pm – 7.00 pm  

Serving 5.00 pm – 6.00 pm   Clean Up 7.00 pm – 7.30 pm  

Serving 6.00pm – 7.00 pm      

Clean Up 7.00 pm – 7.30 pm      

 

http://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:olhcpa@gmail.com
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Interested in playing Saturday basketball? 

Girls & Boys Under 9 – Under 19 
 

Information and online registration: 

www.collingwood.basketball.net.au 
 

Home games at inner city venues, 

including our new 3 court stadium  

at Collingwood College 

 

New players welcome 

Players must register and pay by 24th February to ensure a place in a Winter team. Competition runs in term 2 & 3. 

 

Enquiries: Megan Rouse manager@collingwoodbasketball.com.au 

http://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.collingwood.basketball.net.au/
mailto:manager@collingwoodbasketball.com.au
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DISCOVER MERCY COLLEGE OPEN DAYS 
Mercy College is holding two Discover Mercy Open Days on Saturday 29 February at 10.00am and 

Monday 2 March at 9.30am and 6.00pm 
If you have any queries, please don't hesitate to contact the college on 9319 9299 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/
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SANTA MARIA COLLEGE OPEN DAY 
Thursday 12 March 2020 2:30pm – 6:30pm 

Santa Maria College is a Years 7 to 12 Catholic Girls’ College. We are an International Baccalaureate World 
School delivering an international standard of education through the Middle Years Programme (Years 7 to 10). 

Discover Our School 
Open Day is an annual event held at Santa Maria College. The primary aim of Open Day is to showcase what is 

on offer at the College for prospective students. Current students at Santa Maria will take you on a tour 
around the College to discover the amazing array of subjects and opportunities that are available. Students 

and staff prepare and facilitate activities and displays which provide an insight into life at Santa Maria College 
and what being a ‘Santa Girl’ is all about. 

Open Day is not to be missed for any student considering enrolment at Santa Maria College. 
You will be provided with an opportunity to: 

• undertake a guided tour of the College and its facilities 

• see learning in action 

• enjoy afternoon tea 

• visit the range of learning spaces 

• meet the Principal and staff 

• experience the welcome of our students and staff 
• collect an enrolment pack 
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