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Dear Families, 

Welcome to the newsletter for Week 8 at Our Lady’s. I 
hope that this newsletter finds all in our community 
well. We are certainly living in uncertain times that are 
frightening for many and worrying for all. While some of 
our elders may remember the years of the Second 
World War, for most of us we have no living memory of 
the sort of global chaos in which we currently find 
ourselves. Even those who lived through the war years 
would probably attest that much of life still went on in 
ways that we are currently unable to facilitate. 

In the Gospel reading from this coming weekend, we 
see an example of Jesus healing a blind man but the 
Pharisees refusing to believe it was possible. In reading 
the Gospel I was struck but the division and animosity 
being expressed and could not help to equate this our 
current times. When we are confronted with events 

outside our normal experience it is natural to feel fear, 
worry or scepticism. It can also be natural to throw up 
defences and barriers to protect ourselves. It is my 
prayer for our school and wider community that we can 
remember our solidarity as created beings, draw 
comfort from our faith and seek to be the face of God 
to all those around us in the ways that we support, 
enable and uplift others; that, while we maintain 
physical distance where appropriate, we will continue 
to draw closer together in the ways that ensure dignity, 
respect and genuine care. 

COMMUNITY EMAILS 
Over the last couple of mornings, I have sent out emails 
to the community in respect to COVID-19. If you have 
not been receiving these, please advise either myself or 
Cathy Windsor and provide us with an email address to 
add to the group email. This is especially important at 
this uncertain time to ensure that everyone receives 
correspondence in the event of a long-term school 
closure. 

TUCKSHOP UPDATE  
We are pleased to announce Virginia Erica (Aiden - FD) 
is our new Tuckshop Coordinator for 2020! 

We are now seeking volunteers for Term 2 Tuckshop 
Roster.  Times are from approx. 1pm till 1:45pm on 
Fridays throughout the term. 

Our children love to see our parents behind the 
tuckshop/canteen counter so lets us know if you can 
assist! 

Working with children checks are required.  Please 
email Virginia on olhctukshop@gmail.com to confirm 
your interest and availability 

GRADE 6 GRADUATION 2020 
Graduation this year is scheduled for 
Friday 11th December. The 
Graduation Committee have already 
had their initial meeting and planning 
is underway, thanks to our wonderful 
volunteers. 

“The blind man went off and washed 

himself and came away with his sight 

restored” 
John 9:1-41 

The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! 

You do not know where he comes from, and yet 

he opened my eyes. We know that God does not 

listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 

worships him and obeys his will. Never since the 

world began has it been heard that anyone 

opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this 

man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 

Lord, we pray that you will indeed open our 

eyes. Help us to acknowledge that we can be 

very inadequate people who do not always 

know how to solve our problems. Help us, 

Lord, to come, like the blind man, and worship 

at your feet, to recognize that you have come 

into the world to give us light in our darkness, 

to lead us through the bewildering paths that 

we must trod, and bring us to the place of 

cleansing and of opened eyes. 

In Jesus' name. Amen. 

http://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:dryan@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au
mailto:cwindsor@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au
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MASSES AND LITURGIES SUSPENDED 
Yesterday afternoon the Catholic Bishops of Victoria 
issued a letter advising that all Masses and Liturgies 
have been suspended until further notice – this includes 
our weekly class Masses. Churches will still be open for 
private prayer, but Sunday and weekday gatherings will 
not occur. Please see the correspondence, in full, later 
in this newsletter. 

COVID 19 (CORONAVIRUS) PREPAREDNESS 
In the event of a prolonged school closure, we are 
mindful that certain families may not have access to the 
internet or a computer at home. If this is the case, we 
politely request that you urgently make the school 
aware so alternative arrangements can be made. Please 
let your child’s teacher know if this is the case for you 
by close of the day tomorrow, Friday, so that we can 
plan accordingly next week. 

HEADLICE CHECK – FOUNDATION TO YEAR 6 
The headlice checks that were to take place tomorrow 
have been postponed until a further date. Regardless of 
this please take the time to check your child/ren’s hair 
and apply treatment available from the chemist if 
necessary. 

CHILDREN’S TOILETS 
We have reminded parents at morning assemblies that 
adults are not permitted to use the children’s toilets, 
including accompanying toddlers inside. If adults need 
to use the toilets for themselves or to accompany their 
preschool children before or after school, we ask that 
you speak with a staff member so that you can access 
the staff toilet that is located near the stairs just inside 
the main entry doors from the playground. This is a 
measure to ensure the safety of all children and the 
peace of mind of all parents and teachers. We 
appreciate your cooperation in this matter. 

It has also been brought to our attention that the 
cistern in the main downstairs toilets is quite loud and 
that some children have found this distressing. We have 
had a plumber investigate this and, because they are 
directly connected to mains pressure there is 
apparently no remedy for this. If this is an issue for your 
child, please let the class teacher know so that we can 
assist your young person with coping with this reality. 

CELEBRATING STUDENT ART 
Grade 5 have been exploring the ancient Japanese 
technique of Shibori, the origin of tie dying. Please see 

the Art Check Out later in the newsletter for examples 
of the work completed by the children. 

You will also see an ad following the Art Check Out that 
may be of interest for children who are looking for an 
extra way to be creative – it’s the ATOM competition. 

Amber Boag (Visual Arts Teacher) 

WORKING BEE SATURDAY 14th MARCH 
A big thank you to our Maintenance Officer, Peter 
Parussolo, and the team of willing parents and children 
who gathered on last Saturday to tackle the jobs that 
were listed for our first Working Bee of the year. We 
managed to get most items ticked off and Peter has 
confirmed that he plans to finish off the work on the 
path from the church to the playground this weekend. 

ENHANCING CATHOLIC SCHOOL IDENTITY  
An email inviting parents and carers to complete this 
survey has been sent out today by Joss Coaley. Parents 
are welcome to complete the survey at home at any 
time; remember it is due by 4pm Friday 27th March 
2020. Families who have completed the survey are 
asked to print the confirmation and return it to the 
school office to be in the running to win one of two 
$100 Bunnings Vouchers. The raffle will be drawn early 
next term. 

EXTEND OSHC AT OUR LADY’S SCHOOL 
Weekly Recap 
We had a fantastic week here at 
Extend! This week children were 
busy making wonderful posters 
about hand washing. It has been 
great to see the children's awareness 
and understanding of the importance in maintaining 
hygiene through effective handwashing. This week was 
also Harmony Week. We held many conversations 
about our different cultural backgrounds and 
participated in Harmony Week Activities including an 
Around the World Craft and making four leaf clovers 
for St Patrick’s Day. 

Did you know Extend’s Autumn Holiday Program 
bookings are now open? Book in today for awesome 
activity days held right here at Our Lady Help of 
Christians! For more information visit 
https://www.extend.com.au/holiday-program/our-
lady-help-of-christians-brunswick-east/ . For regular 
enrolment and bookings visit www.lookedafter.com.  

http://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/
atomphotocomp.org
https://www.extend.com.au/holiday-program/our-lady-help-of-christians-brunswick-east/
https://www.extend.com.au/holiday-program/our-lady-help-of-christians-brunswick-east/
http://www.lookedafter.com/
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Our Extend Superstar is… Aston A for being a 
fantastic role model to all and always being kind, 
helpful and friendly! 

What’s on Next Week? 

Monday 23 March - Bop Up Dodgeball 
Tuesday 24 March - STEM Tower Challenge 
Wednesday 25 March - Painting Competition 
Thursday 26 March - DIY Football Cards 
Friday 27 March - Musical Games  

Stephanie (Service Coordinator) 

2020 PARENT REPRESENTATIVES 
Thank you to Patricia Green for taking on 5A 
Representative and to Amanda Elliot for taking on 4J 
Representative in addition to the 5T role. All classes 
now have a representative and your good will is greatly 
appreciated. 

SPIRIT OF JESUS AWARDS WEEK 8 
FB William - for settling into the school year and 
working hard to learn the school rules and learn from 
your choices along the way. Keep up the great work - 
you’re on fire! 

FD Christian - for showing a positive attitude in the 
classroom. Christian takes ownership of his actions and 
has worked hard to improve each day. I am so proud of 
you! 

1A Mael - for always thinking about how others are 
feeling and solving problems in calm ways so everyone 
can feel happy. You are a great friend to us in 1A! 

1S Erica - for always offering to help your peers and 
teachers. When you see a need, you do something 
about it which is a lovely quality to have. Thank you for 
helping to keep our classroom beautiful. 

2B Athieng- for being such a kind and generous 
classmate, who does everything with a smile on her 
face. You looked after a classmate who was feeling 
upset, this was lovely to see. You’re a star!  

2H Caleb - for always helping others. You are always the 
first to help others and to do jobs before anyone asks 
you. You are very self-motivated and consistently show 
what an amazing learner you are. We love having you in 
2H! 

2R Biniyam- for always offering a helping hand to your 
friends. You are caring, kind and always willing to help 
others. Thank you Biniyam!  

3S William - I’m impressed by your positive attitude and 
resilience. You take ownership of your actions and 
always try to improve your learning choices. Keep it up!! 

3V Poppy - Over the last week I have seen you 
demonstrating the ‘W’ in WEST time and time again. 
You have been so kind and patient in the way you have 
helped our new class member settle into our school. 
Thank you, Poppy! 

4J John - congratulations on your positive attitude. All 
day, every day you are an MJR person. 

4S Tessa J - you are such a great example of a walking 
God Moment. You are resilient, thoughtful and caring 
towards all your peers and to your teacher. I know I can 
rely on you to put others’ needs before your own and 
do it with a smile on your face. Thanks for being a 
wonderful addition to 4S! 

5A Christen- for taking on your SRC role with dedication 
and determination. You lead by exemplary example and 
the students respect all you bring to the table. Keep up 
the excellent work!   

5T Two awards next week due to Mrs Turkowsky’s 
absence this week. 

6L Max - for always displaying the W in WEST by the 
way you greet, treat and speak to all people at OLHC. 

6H Domenic - for your full participation, enthusiasm and 
positive attitude towards all aspects of school life. Your 
sense of humour brings smiles to all of us in 6H. 
Congratulations on the good choices that you have 
been making! 

PAPER NEWSLETTERS 
Just a reminder that we are phasing out paper 
copies of newsletters from next term. If you 
haven’t already done so, please advise us – 
cwindsdor@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au or 
dryan@olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au if you still 
require a paper newsletter in the new term. 

REMINDERS 
• Sushi lunch orders have been postponed until next 

term, refunds will be processed. 

• Easter raffle tickets are due tomorrow and the draw 
will now be Monday next week. 

• Sacrament of Confirmation has been postponed to 
a date to be advised. 

 

Until next week, respectfully, Daniel        

http://www.olbrunswickeast.catholic.edu.au/
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COMMUNITY NOTICES SECTION 
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PAID ADVERTISING SECTION 
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